Supplementary material 1. Flowchart of the selection of the population for analyses on the
association between organic dust exposure and COPD.

All individuals born in Denmark from January 1* 1933 until December 31* 1977, excluding
Greenland
n=3 622 981

Exclusion of individuals who have never been occupationally
exposed to organic dust
n=3 087 063
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All individuals who have ever been employed in farming or the wood industry between
January 1* 1964 and December 31* 2007 in Denmark according to the Supplementary Pension
Fund Register (n=535 918)

Exclusion of:

Individuals who passed away before January 1st 1997 (n=13 698)
Individuals who disappeared before January 1st 1997 (n=188)
Individuals who emigrated before January 1st 1997 (n=7915)
Individuals who had a COPD diagnosis before January 1st 1997
(n=2198)

Individuals who had first exposed years after they were diagnosed
with COPD (n=281)

Individuals excluded due to no organic dust exposure (n=829)
Individuals born before 1950 (n=124 508)

Individuals with insufficient industry code information (n=20 676)
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n=365 625

Exclusion of individuals who were not characterized as blue-
collar workers when working in an organic dust exposed
industry
n=190 216

v

Final study population
n=175 409




