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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS Occupational and Environmental
Medicine is intended for the publication of original contribu-
tions relevant to occupational and environmental medicine,
including toxicological studies of chemicals of industrial, agri-
cultural, and environmental importance, and epidemiological
studies. As well as full papers, short papers dealing with brief
or preliminary observations relevant to occupational and envi-
ronmental medicine will also be considered. Case reports
should cover substantial new ground to merit publication.
Other articles, including review or position papers, will be con-
sidered but should not be submitted without first approaching
the Editor to discuss their suitability for the Journal. Letters to
the Editor are always welcome. The website address for the
Journal is:- http://www.bmj.com/bmj/
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS Three copies of all submissions
should be sent to: The Editor, Occupational and Environmental
Medicine, BMJ Publishing Group, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK. All authors should sign the
covering letter as evidence of consent to publication. Papers
reporting results of studies on human subjects must be accom-
panied by a statement that the subjects gave written, informed
consent and by evidence of approval from the appropriate
ethics committee. These papers should conform to the
principles outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki (BMJ
1964;ii: 177).

If requested, authors shall produce the data on which the
manuscript is based, for examination by the Editor.
Authors are asked to submit with their manuscript the

names and addresses of three people who they consider
would be suitable independent reviewers. They will not
necessarily be approached to review the paper.

Papers are considered on the understanding that they are
submitted solely to this J7ournal and do not duplicate material
already published elsewhere. In cases of doubt, where part of
the material has been published elsewhere, the published
material should be included with the submitted manuscript to
allow the Editor to assess the degree of duplication. The
Editor cannot enter into correspondence about papers rejected
as being unsuitable for publication, and the Editor's decision
in these matters is final.
Papers should include a structured abstract of not

more than 300 words, under headings of Objectives,
Methods, Results, and Conclusions. Please include up to
three keywords or key terms to assist with indexing.

Papers should follow the requirements of the International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors (BMJ 199 1;302:
338-41). Papers and references must be typewritten in double
spacing on one side of the paper only, with wide margins. SI
units should be used.

Short reports (including case reports) should be not more
than 1500 words including a brief abstract. They should com-
prise sections of Introduction, Methods, Results, and
Discussion with not more than one table or figure and up to
10 references. The format of case reports should be
Introduction, Case report, and Discussion.
Illustrations Photographs and photomicrographs on glossy
paper should be submitted unmounted. Charts and graphs
should be carefully drawn in black ink on firm white paper.
Legends to figures should be typed on a separate sheet of paper.
References References will not be checked by the editorial
office; responsibility for the accuracy and completeness of ref-
erences lies with the authors. Number references consecutively
in the order in which they are first mentioned in the text.
Identify references in texts, tables, and legends by Arabic
numerals. References cited only in tables or in legends to fig-
ures should be numbered in accordance with a sequence estab-

lished by the first identification in the text of a particular table
or illustration. Include only references essential to the argu-
ment being developed in the paper or to the discussion of
results, or to describe methods which are being used when the
original description is too long for inclusion. Information from
manuscripts not yet in press or personal communications
should be cited in the text, not as formal references.
Use the Vancouver style, as in this issue for instance, for a

standard journal article: authors (list all authors when seven or
fewer, when eight or more, list only six and add et at), tide,
abbreviated title of journal as given in Index Medicus (if not
in Index Medicus give in full), year of publication, volume
number, and first and last page numbers.
Proofs Contributors will receive one proof. Only minor cor-
rections can be made at this stage; corrections other than
printer's errors may be charged to the author.
Reprints Reprints will be charged for. The number of
reprints required should be stated on the form provided with
the proofs.
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Vancouver style
All manuscripts submitted to Occup Environ
Med should conform to the uniform
requirements for manuscripts submitted to
biomedical journals (known as the
Vancouver style.)

Occup Environ Med, together with many
other international biomedical journals, has
agreed to accept articles prepared in accor-
dance with the Vancouver style. The style
(described in full in the BMJ, 24 February
1979, p 532) is intended to standardise
requirements for authors.

References should be numbered consec-
utively in the order in which they are first
mentioned in the text by Arabic numerals
above the line on each occasion the refer-
ence is cited (Manson' confirmed other
reports2-5 . . .). In future references to
papers submitted to Occup Environ Med

should include: the names of all authors if
there are seven or less or, if there are more,
the first six followed by et al; the title of
journal articles or book chapters; the titles
of journals abbreviated according to the
style of Index Medicus; and the first and final
page numbers of the article or chapter.
Titles not in Index Medicus should be given
in full.

Examples of common forms of refer-
ences are:
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ii: 177).

If requested, authors shall produce the
data on which the manuscript is based, for
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clearly higher relative risk for adenocarcinoma
than for squamous cell carcinoma.'9

Previous studies overall, therefore, do not
support the finding in our study of a higher
risk of adenocarcinoma than of other types of
lung cancer after asbestos exposure. To date,
our study remains the only cohort study on
this issue.
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Correspondence and editorials
Occupational and Environmental Medicine wel- minimum. Letters are accepted on the
comes correspondence relating to any of the understanding that they may be subject to
material appearing in the journal. Results editorial revision and shortening.
from preliminary or small scale studies may The journal also publishes editorials which
also be published in the correspondence are normally specially commissioned. The
column if this seems appropriate. Letters Editor welcomes suggestions regarding
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Skin diseases in fruitfarmers

could be limited to specific working groups,
not including farmers. The low prevalence of
nickel reactions in our subjects was therefore
expected. Higher prevalence in printing press
workers was likely to be due to a higher per-
centage of women in that group. We did not
find positive reactions to benomyl, a pesticide
that is known to cause contact dermatitis,'4 15
but is not widely sold in Taiwan.
The subjects in this study were selected

from the Fruit Farmers' Production Associa-
tion, members ofwhich were interested in pro-
moting the production and sales of their fruits.
It is possible that they represented a group of
farmers who were more careful about the use
of pesticides than the general population.
Therefore, we might be biased towards having
a group of farmers who were less exposed and
less affected by the pesticides than the general
population of fruit farmers in southern
Taiwan.
We conclude that fruit farmers in southern

Taiwan were exposed to pesticides during
their work from heavy use and less than opti-
mal protection. Contact dermatitis and fungal
infection were seen in some farmers, and pig-
mentation and thickening of the skin were
prevalent. Farmers were more likely than
printing press workers to have skin sensitivity
to agricultural chemicals, and this allergy was
associated with clinical findings of dermatitis.

This investigation was supported by grant No DOH 84-HR-
213 from the Department of Health, Taiwan, Republic of
China.
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Occupational and Environmental Medicine and the
electronic age

OEM has an Email address which is
100632.3615@compuserve.com. We wel-
come contact by Email, including letters to
the editor. Some of our reviewers already
send us their reports by Email, helping to
speed up the peer review process.
We are moving towards electronic pub-

lishing and for some months now we have
been asking authors to send us their revised
papers on disk as well as a hard copy. I am
delighted to report that nearly all our
authors are managing to comply with this

request; far more than for other specialist
journals in the BMJ Publishing group.
Oddly enough, the few authors who have
not sent us a disk version of their revised
papers have been almost exclusively from
the United Kingdom. I would be interested
in suggestions for why this might be.
Perhaps United Kingdom based authors
read our correspondence and instructions
less assiduously? Watch for revised
Instructions to Authors.

The Editor
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