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BOOK REVIEW

Review of NCRP report No 116:
Limitation of Exposure to Ionising
Radiation. Available from NCRP
Publications, 7910 Woodmont Avenue,
Suite 800, Bethesda, Maryland 20814,
USA. $25.00. ISBN 0-929600-30-4.

Since 1931 the National Council on
Radiation Protection and Measurements
(NCRP) has been issuing reports on a wide
range of topics and issues associated with
radiation protection. Report 1 16 supersedes
and replaces report 91 - Recommendations
on Limits for Exposure to Ionising Radiation.
The recommendations of the present report
are broadly similar to those of report 91,
but here the NCRP is reiterating and up-
dating its stance on radiation protection
issues after publication of additional data on
the biological effects of ionising radiation, in
particular a more than threefold increase in
the estimated fatal cancer risk/unit radiation
dose.

Recommendations are presented for both
occupational and public exposures to ion-
ising radiation-for instance, cumulative
(lifetime) effective dose for occupational
exposure should not exceed age in years x
10 mSv with an annual limit of 50 mSv.
This can be compared with the most recent
recommendations of the International
Commission on Radiological Protection
(ICRP60), which include 100 mSv effective
dose in five years and no more than 50 mSv
in any one year; NCRP and ICRP start
from slightly different dose-rate upper limit
presumptions, however, for both uniform
and worst case exposure. NCRP work to a
cumulative exposure of 640 mSv giving an
average fatal cancer risk of 0-025 for uni-
form exposure to radiation and 0-031 for
worst case conditions. ICRP assume a
cumulative exposure of 940 mSv, giving an

average risk of 0 037 for uniform
and 0-039 for worst case exposure
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Work with display units Fourth
International Scientific Conference, 2-5
October, 1994, University of Milan.
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negative effects have been brought to light.
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(environmental conditions, furniture
requirements, etc); 0 legislation and tech-
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