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Editor's Choice

Air pollution in a city street
by R E Waller, B T Commins, and P J Lawther

(British Journal of Industrial Medicine 1965;22:128-38)

This paper is included in the series to exemplify the
excellent work carried out by Pat Lawther and his
colleagues at the MRC Air Pollution Research Unit
at St Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College. (It
may not have escaped the notice of readers how
many of these papers have emanated from units
now sadly closed.) Lawther made a remarkable
contribution to the understanding of the effects of
air pollution by sulphur dioxide and the symptoms
of chronic bronchitis and showed how much things
improved after the burning of coal in domestic fires
had been prohibited.

Lawther is one of the nicest men it has been my
pleasure to be associated with; he is fair and open-

minded, extremely kind, cultured and a delightful
companion, especially over a pint of beer. His lec-
tures were outstandingly memorable and usually
extremely funny but it was astonishing to see how
nervous he was, even before addressing an under-
graduate audience, knowing how consummate a

performer he was.

This paper describes the levels of pollution from

motor vehicles in Fleet Street and among the
pollutants measured was lead, "mainly as an indica-
tor of pollution from motor vehicles." It is ironic
that Lawther went on to say that he and his col-
leagues "do not consider that the 3-2 ,ug/m3... con-

stitutes an appreciable hazard to health" bearing in
mind the furore which burst out in the 1970s and
in which he became involved as the result of his
chairing a committee set up by the then
Department of Health and Social Security to exam-

ine the relation between lead and health. Lawther
was a wonderful chairman of that committee, of
which I was a member, and he conducted the pro-
ceedings skilfully and with an impartiality that his
critics would have been unable to fault. The con-

clusion of that committee was that air-borne lead
contributed considerably less to the body burden
than did other sources such as food and water and
probably had but a marginal effect on health. While
he welcomes any reduction in lead in the environ-
ment (as was the strongly expressed view of the
committee) I doubt whether he would wish to
change that conclusion now.

As part of the 50th birthday celebration, we are arranging to reprint 12 papers, the Editor's
Choice, which have appeared in previous issues of the Journal. They have been chosen
partly to illustrate the range and scope of the Journal over the years and partly because
they are or were important in their day. More significantly, they have been chosen because
they exemplify some of the best in scientific writing and can all be read with great pleasure
and all who wish to communicate their observations, their ideas, or their enthusiasms
would do well to study them and learn from them.
We will publish one paper each month through the year and they will appear in the

order in which they were originally published.
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Vancouver style

All manuscripts submitted to the Br Ind Med
should conform to the uniform requirements for
manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals
(known as the Vancouver style.)
The Br Ind Med, together with many other

international biomedical journals, has agreed to
accept articles prepared in accordance with the
Vancouver style. The style (described in full in Br
Med J, 24 February 1979, p 532) is intended to
standardise requirements for authors.

References should be numbered consecutively
in the order in which they are first mentioned in
the text by Arabic numerals above the line on each
occasion the reference is cited (Manson' confirmed
other reports"5 . . .). In future references to papers
submitted to the Br J IndMed should include: the

names of all authors if there are six or less or, if
there are more, the first three followed by et al;
the title of journal articles or book chapters; the
titles of journals abbreviated according to the
style of Index Medicus; and the first and final page
numbers of the article or chapter.

Examples ofcommon forms of references are:

1 International Steering Committee of Medical Editors,
Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to bio-
medical joumals. Bry IndMed 1979;1:532-5.

2 Soter NA, Wasserman SI, Austen KF. Cold urticaria: release
into the circulation of histamine and eosinophil chemotac-
tic factor of anaphylaxis during cold challenge. N Engl Y
Med 1976;294:687-90.

3 Weinstein L, Swartz MN. Pathogenic properties of invading
micro-organisms. In: Soderman WA Jr, Soderman WA,
eds. Pathologic physiology, mechanisms of disease. Phila-
delphia: W B Saunders, 1974:457-72.
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York: Academic Press, 1991; 734.
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Acad Dermatol 1985;12:497-506.
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tion of porphyrin in diluted urine. Annals of Clinical Research
1976;8:156-61.
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decarboxylase: immunological demonstration of the enzyme
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Correspondence and editorials

The British Journal of Industrial Medicine wel- accepted on the understanding that they may be
comes correspondence relating to any of the subject to editorial revision and shortening.
material appearing in the journal. Results from The journal now also publishes editorials
preliminary or small scale studies may also be which are normally specially commissioned.
published in the correspondence column if this The Editor welcomes suggestions regarding
seems appropriate. Letters should be not more suitable topics; those wishing to submit an
than 500 words in length and contain a mini- editorial, however, should do so only after
mum of references. Table and figures should be discussion with the Editor.
kept to an absolute minimum. Letters are
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Accepted 26 October 1992

Destruction of manuscripts

From 1 July 1985 articles submitted for publication
will not be returned. Authors whose papers are
rejected will be advised of the decision and the
manuscripts will be kept under security for three
months to deal with any inquiries and then
destroyed.
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Correspondence

manufacturing = 0-03, paper or pulp
mill = 0-10, textiles = 0-26, foundry
= 0-29, smelter = 0 03). While the
very small number of cases limits the
ability to identify significant associa-
tions, these data offer no support for
the hypothesis that occupational
exposure to formaldehyde increases
the risk of melanoma of the nose or
nasopharynx.
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NOTICE

A + A 93, 20th International
Trade Fair for Industrial Safety
and Occupational Health with
Congress and Meeting Point
Safety, Dusseldorf 26-29 October
1993.

This year has seen a clear rise in
the demand for exhibition space-

26 130 m2 net exhibition space has
been reserved so far. In 1991 625
exhibitors took part in the event
covering an exhibition area of
26 422 M2.
A + A 93, which will once again

be taking on the tried and tested for-
mula of trade fair, congress, and
meeting point safety, will be taking
place in halls 1-6 at the Dusseldorf
Trade Fair Centre. The 23rd
Congress for Industrial Safety and
Occupational Health will be staged in
the Messe Congress Centres south
and east. Experts from all over the
world are expected to attend the

series of 44 lectures featuring 200
speakers.
The international appeal of the

Congress is being promoted in 1993
by its organisers BASI, Dusseldorf
(German Institute for Industrial
Safety). With its new series of lec-
tures, "A + A International", the
event aims to target corporate and
supracorporate industrial safety
experts throughout Europe. The lec-
tures will be simultaneously inter-
preted in German and English.
The focus of A + A Europe Day

on 27 October 1993 will be the
"European Resume Congress of the
European Year for Industrial Safety,
Hygiene and Health Protection at
Work". Raporteurs from vanous
European countries will be present-
ing important results related to this
event which drew to a close in
February.
EC Commissioner Padraig Flynn

will be discussing "Prospects for
Industrial Safety in Europe. The con-
ference languages will be German,
English, French, and Spanish.

For further information contact:
A+A 93 Press Office, Manuela
Preinbergs. Tel: -+49 211 4560-542.
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