summaries of medical research in progress which are
published elsewhere. Nevertheless, it deserves a place on
the shelves of all of us who have the welfare of miners
at heart. It was a shock to find that neither the university
library nor the local reference library stocked previous
Annual Reports, and it is to be hoped that this omission
will be rectified.
G. L. LEATHART

A danger of this sort of presentation is that the author
is trapped into making dogmatic statements. These may
be permissible when giving clear directions to lay staff
but they are not permissible in a book intended for doctors
and postgraduate centres. For example, aluminium in
some of its uses has proved a very dangerous material
but this is not mentioned; the early symptoms of acute
isocyanate poisoning are not, in my clinical experience,
those described in this book; it is confusing to try to
describe together the effects of nitrogen and of its oxides
Trauma Surgery Excepting Bones and Joints. By and with the latter there is no mention of the important
P. Powley. (Pp. 136; 18 figs; £EP50.) Bristol: Wright. secondary relapse which might occur two to four weeks
after exposure; the advice on periodic medical screening
1973.
of asbestos workers is limited to periodical chest radioThis concise and essentially practical book is based on graphs and there is no mention of clinical examination
the author's personal experience of the diagnosis, early or pulmonary function testing.
management, assessment, and initial surgical treatment of
If this book is to serve doctors and is to retain its
major soft tissue injuries to the head and trunk.
straightforward practical presentation the author should
The help of specialist colleagues, J. Garfield and R. consider adding references to further detailed reading on
Thexton, has been enlisted to write the chapters on head the medical data sheets. In its present form the book is
injury and maxillofacial injury, respectively.
of very limited use to doctors whether or not in industrial
While most of the books on trauma have an ortho- medicine.
paedic bias, the author points out that almost all the
W. R. LEE
causes of immediate and early death following injury
result from damage to the soft tissues of the head, chest
or abdomen. The book intended primarily for the use of
junior orthopaedic, casualty, and general surgical staffs Proceedings of the Symposium on the Assessment of
Exposure and Risk. Edited by Ber-tram W. Duck.
is designed to redress this orthopaedic imbalance.
Doctors working in industry will find the urgent and (*1 50 incl. postage.) Copies available from the
sometimes heroic surgical measures described beyond the Society of Occupational Medicine, 11 St. Andrew's
scope of their departments. Anyone, however, who may Place, London, NW1 4LE. 1973.
be responsible for the care of serious injury before
admission to hospital can with advantage study the A reviewer once handed his script to an editor saying,
practical points on early diagnosis and management 'You will see I have suggested that every industrial
described.
should have a copy of the book on his bookshelf.
The book is an encouragement to all who may have doctor
I hope that it stays there and he does not try to read it'.
to deal with the early stages of serious injury and demon- This book on the Assessment of Exposure and Risk
strates the real hope which modern medicine and surgery should be on the industrial doctor's desk and be read.
afford if the casualty can reach hospital alive.
Better, it should be beside his armchair so that he reads
J. D. CAMERON it (or parts of it) at leisure, puts it down, and reflects
about some of the ideas offered.
It is the report of a symposium held over two days
Environmental and Industrial Health Hazards. By and separated into four sessions each with a stated
R. A. Trevethick. (Pp. 211; £4-50.) London: theme:
Heinemann Medical Books. 1973.
At what stage is the measurable or identifiable effect
of a chemical or physical agent to be regarded as
pathological?
This unusual book was originally designed, we are told
Quantitative assessment of hazards of exposure acceptin the preface, to provide easy reference for the hazards
able and unacceptable risks
to be found in the steel industry (sic). It is now presented
Problems in establishing aetiology of disease-in
for wider circulation because of an increasing demand
relation to 'normal' incidence and 'natural' backfrom both lay and medical staff in industry and from
ground
postgraduate medical centres. How does it match up to
Medico-legal consequences and assessment of compenthese objectives?
sation
When the book is opened at random, facing pages deal
with a particular hazard. The right-hand page printed in The first three sessions were opened by two or three
black is a hazard data sheet, describing the hazard in speakers and the fourth by a distinguished medically
simple straightforward language for managers, charge qualified judge. Each session was followed by a dishands, engineers, and trades union officials. The left-hand cussion, and the final, fifth, session comprised a general
page is printed in red and designed for doctors, nurses, discussion on all the material presented at the previous
and first-aiders so that they may 'have recommendations sessions.
The quality of the papers was high. I particularly
on further treatment, and the type of biological and
physical monitoring which is required to test the efficiency enjoyed reading four contributions: one by Dr. Mole
of workshop precautions'. This is a simple practical which exposed some of the clear and deep thinking
system of presentation which has much to commend it. leading to recommendations on Radiation Dose Limits;
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one by Dr. Pochin on Occupational and Other Fatality
Rates (the weakness and insensitivity of the method were
brought out in the discussion but the approach and
results remain interesting and stimulating); one by Dr.
Munn who discussed the relative merits of animal experiments and epidemiological studies in enquiries into
occupational cancer, and who incidentally showed how
a medical paper can be useful and closely reasoned without
one table or set of figures; and one by Sir Roger Ormrod
who presented the law as an artefact, 'nothing more than
a man made collection of rules' but, nevertheless in this
field, apparently subject to biological rules controlling its
development.
It would be wrong to read this book in one or two
sittings. It would be equally wrong to believe that the
knowledge gained will help in tomorrow's work. But the
industrial doctor as an educated man interested in the
philosophies or the forces which influence industrial
medicine will find much to inform and interest him. He
should read it.
W. R. LEE

A Laboratory Guide to Clinical Diagnosis, 3rd ed.
By R. D. Eastham. (Pp. 288; £1E75.) Bristol: Wright.
1973.
This is a quite substantially revised third edition. It is
an amazing compendium of information, much of which
will never be used by any individual clinician, but most
of it will prove useful to somebody somewhere at some
odd time. The author has deliberately included many rare
conditions, including a large number of genetically
determined biochemical abnormalities.
There is an extensive use of eponymous designation.
This provides much scope for the exercise of taxonomic
'one-up-manship' and is, on the whole, a comparatively
harmless pastime. However, it adds little or nothing to
scientific knowledge, especially as one doubts very much
if even the author could stand up to interrogation as to
whose these names were and where those places are.
The general nature of the book is to some extent
reminiscent of dear old Parkes Weber, who was such an
indefatigable collector of rare and unusual diseases. This
work, however, as befits a later generation, gives much
more hard scientific data.
It is, of course, possible to find errors both of fact and
emphasis but these are remarkably few. It is odd that
there is no mention of Burkitt's tumour or of endomyocardial fibrosis.

I am not sure that this book is altogether suitable for
the undergraduate who might have considerable difficulty
in perceiving the wood through the trees. However, it is
very useful to the practising clinician to enable him to
collaborate more effectively with the pathological
services.
W. MELVILLE ARNOTF

NOTICES

Indian Association for Radiation Protection
The First Asian Regional Congress on Radiation
Protection will be held in Bombay, 15-21 December 1974,
under the auspices of the Indian Association for Radiation
Protection. The Congress is sponsored by the International Radiation Protection Association.
The theme of the Congress will be 'Regional Co-operation in the Field of Radiation Protection'.
For further information please write to:
Mr. S. D. Soman, (Chairman, Organizing Committee,
R.C.R.P.), Modular Laboratories, Room 1-216H,
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Bombay 400 085, India.
American Industrial Hygiene Association
The American Industrial Hygiene Association and the
American Conference of Governmental Industrial
Hygienists announce the convening of the Annual
American Industrial Hygiene Conference in Miami
Beach, Florida, 12-17 May 1974.
Further information on the availability of exhibit
space and the technical programme for the Conference
may be obtained from Mr. William E. McCormick,
Managing Director, American Industrial Hygiene
Association, 66 South Miller Road, Akron, Ohio 44313.

Environment and Health Symposium
The Commission of the European Communities, the
United States Environmental Protection Agency, and
the World Health Organization are organizing in Paris,
from 24 to 28 June, 1974, an international symposium on
Recent Advances in the Assessment of the Health Effects
of Environmental Pollution.
Further information can be obtained from: The
Secretariat of the Symposium 'Environment and Health',
Health Protection Directorate, Commission of the
European Communities, 29 rue Aldringen, Luxembourg
(Grand Duchy).
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