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necessity of proper integration between the clinician,
statistician, and experimentalist. Another very valuable
feature is that the author, as well as giving a wealth of
factual material, has not hesitated to give his own
critical assessment of experimental methods and con-
clusions, thus giving the book a personal character and,
incidentally, making it much easier to read than many
compendiums written by multiple authors. Emphasis is
placed on the importance of approaching chemical
carcinogenesis both from the chemical and the biological
standpoint, and Dr. Clayson, in his final paragraph, gives
a very necessary warning which seems worth quoting
verbatim:- "It is difficult for the chemist to judge how
soundly a biological fact or opinion may be based and it
is equally difficult for the biologist to evaluate chemical
evidence. Therefore, if the subject is to progress, it is
necessary that every individual worker should avoid
placing more emphasis on his conclusions than the
experimental methods justify, and he must resist the
temptation to read more into the observations of other
workers than the original authors claim." This statement
illustrates the carefully critical spirit in which the book is
written.

Obviously, when such a large field is covered, a
reviewer will be struck by omissions in the chapters
dealing with his own special interests. A case in point is
the absence of any reference to the work of Druckrey and
his group on carcinogenesis by the nitrosamines, apart
from one item in the list of additional references.

After an introduction largely concerned with defini-
tions, there is a useful chapter on occupational and
environmental carcinogenic hazards with a well balanced
discussion on lung cancer and tobacco smoking. Two
chapters follow on methods of testing for carcinogenic
activity and their interpretation with emphasis on the
problems of adequate control experiments and the
importance of proper statistical evaluation. After this the
various types of carcinogen are considered in detail in
separate chapters including macromolecules and plastic
films, inorganic chemicals, aromatic hydrocarbons,
alkylating agents, aromatic amines, azo compounds, and
the liver poisons. As might be expected, the chapter on
aromatic amines is particularly good. A careful discussion
of the two-stage theory of carcinogenesis follows which
the author concludes to be an important step towards the
understanding of carcinogenesis but emphasizes the
necessity for further work in tissues other than skin. A
good account of the role of hormones in carcinogenesis is
then presented, and the binding of chemical carcinogens
to proteins is discussed. The pioneer work of the Millers
on protein binding is thoroughly covered and there is a

good account of their later work and that of others. The
important conclusion (p. 377) is drawn that in the event of
interaction between a carcinogen and the genetic mat-
erial of the cell as well as with proteins, reaction with the
latter is not necessarily unimportant.
The chapter on chemotherapy of cancer is of a rather

lower standard than the others, and since the field is so
enormous it might be considered in subsequent editions
whether this subject really falls within the scope of the
book. Theoretical aspects of carcinogenesis are discussed
in the penultimate chapter. The somatic mutation

hypothesis is thoughtfully appraised with emphasis on the
distinction between scientific evidence and speculation on
this rather controversial topic. The immunological
concept of cancer is discussed and the evidence for and
against antigenic simplification in carcinogenesis is
critically assessed. In the final chapter Dr. Clayson sets
out his personal conclusions on future trends in the study
of chemical carcinogenesis in which he states that the two
questions of paramount importance are practical ones,
namely how may cancer be prevented and, when it has
arisen, how may it be cured. The role of the scientist in
the instruction of the public on environmental carcino-
genic hazards and in the possible drafting of protective
legislation is underlined. He also stresses the value of the
experimental method and gives his own views on
profitable lines for future research concluding with the
caveat on errors of interpretation mentioned above.

This is an excellent book and can be recommended to
all concerned with cancer research who jhave an interest in
chemistry. P. N. MAGEE

Industrial Accidents Sickness and Other Absences.
(Tavistock Pamphlet No. 4). By J. M. M. Hill and
E. L. Trist. (Pp. 58; illustrated. 5s.) London: Tavistock
Publications. 1962.

This pamphlet is a reprint of two papers on absenteeism
in a large iron and steel works which appeared in the
journal Human Relations (1953). The first paper shows
the need to develop a social psychological approach to
the question of industrial accidents, which may be
considered as a means of withdrawal from the work
situation. The various types of accidents and absences of
a group of workers amongst whom there was no labour
turnover for four years were studied and evidence of
social patterning shown.
The second paper considers the level and type of

absences for the same workers over their first four years
of service and contrasts these with the overall figures for
the firm. Changes in the type of absence were noted, and
these were explained as reflecting changing relationships
of the workers to the firm.
The reader who is interested in this ingenious way of

looking at the problem of absenteeism should take note
that a later paper in the same journal (P.F.C. Castle, 1956)
reports findings which suggest that some modification of
these views may be necessary. C. K. ELLIOTT

The Diseases of Occupations, 3rd enlarged and revised
ed. By Donald Hunter. (Pp. xvii + 1180; 455 figures.
147s.) London: The English Universities Press. 1962.
This is the classical textbook of industrial medicine. It

was first published as recently as 1955 and the production
of the third edition in 1962 evidences the demand for and
value of this book. Industrial medicine is the application
of medicine and all related sciences to industrial problems.
Even in this large work all cannot be included, and the
author wisely adheres to clinical aspects and refers only
briefly to applied psychology, anthropology, and
ergonomics. For the study of such problems as personnel
selection and the human effects of automation the reader
must seek elsewhere.
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