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    Abstract
Background Job Exposure Matrices (JEM) are rarely used to estimate work-related physical exposures; few studies have compared JEM exposures to other methods. Using existing data from a prospective cohort study of carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS) in the US, we compared associations between physical factors and incident CTS using different exposure estimates: individual level job observations, a JEM that pooled these observations at the job level, and a JEM based on O*NET, a publicly available US dataset describing the physical requirements of different occupations.

Methods Workers were recruited from >50 US workplaces and followed from baseline examination for incident CTS. Direct observations and video analysis were used to estimate hand force and activity. We studied 4 observed exposures associated with incident CTS in previous publications from this cohort, and selected a priori from O*NET 5 exposures corresponding to these same domains. Cox proportional hazards models included age, gender, body mass index, and study site. Exposure variables were dichotomized at the median of their respective distributions.

Results We analysed 2,393 workers, representing 3617 person years and 140 incident cases of CTS. Statistically significant HRs were found for the individually observed exposures of hand exertion, time in forceful hand exertion, and Hand Activity Level (HAL). Analysis using exposures derived from both JEMs demonstrated similar associations, although the confidence intervals were wider, and effect sizes using the O*NET data (HRs from 1.3 to 1.8) were somewhat smaller than those calculated using individually observed exposures (HRs from 1.5 to 1.9).

Conclusions In a large population study of CTS, exposures assigned via a JEM derived from publicly available physical exposure data found similar though somewhat weaker associations than exposures assessed via direct observation of individual workers. Use of JEM allows studies that are otherwise infeasible, and is an appropriate study design for some studies of MSD.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/oemed-2016-103951.194

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-7926Print ISSN: 1351-0711

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


