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We welcome the appearance of the new analysis of asbestos related mortality by Loomis et al (Occup Environ Med 2009;66:535–42) which constitutes an important addition to the available evidence. We note that the lung cancer risk from these data highlighted by the authors and based on their internal analyses is identical to that suggested as the “best estimate” in our earlier meta-analysis1: a relative risk of 1.102 per 100 f/ml.yr translates almost exactly to an excess over expected of 0.1% per f/ml.yr.
The risk of mesothelioma derived from these new data is higher by a factor of 10 than that which emerged from our meta-analysis. The following … 
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