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fold. Since all causes SMRs of 0-7 are not by any
means unusual in occupational studies, this example
reinforces the need for caution advocated by Wong et
al in the interpretation of the PMR.

Finally, in the table it is noted that for workers in
job category 3 who had an all causes SMR of 1 1
(almost unity) the PMRs were remarkably similar to
their corresponding SMRs. Thus the PMR does esti-
mate risk accurately, provided (1) all the deaths in
study group are included and (2) the overall mortality
of the study group is not different from that of the
comparison population for each age group. In some
occupational studies it is possible to have available all
the deaths that have ever occurred among a well
defined group in the absence of mortality rates. Intu-
itively, one would be tempted to think that if under
these circumstances one were then to choose as the
comparison group an occupational group within the
same company or plant, of similar socioeconomic sta-
tus as the study group, the problem with using a gen-
eral population comparison group will be large
avoided and one may approach the condition in
which the study group and the occupational com-
parison group have a similar overall SMR, and so the
two conditions necessary for PMR to estimate risk
accurately would have been met. In our study work-
ers in job category 5 were the comparison group for
white men. They belonged to the same union as the
study group, lived in the same localities as the study
group, and had comparable wages (similar socio-
economic status) as workers in most ofthe job catego-
ries in the study group. Yet as is seen in the table, their
overall SMR of 1-5 differed from that of almost unity
for workers in job category 3 of the same race. Thus
even in such a seemingly ideal situation one cannot
rely on the assumption of comparability of overall
SMR between control and study groups. When one
relies only on a PMR analysis, since one would not
ordinarily know whether overall mortality rates in
study group and comparison group are comparable,
this example reinforces the caution advocated by
Wong et al in the interpretation ofPMRs. it should be
noted that this is even more serious when one has
multiple subgroups of the study population, when it
will be more unlikely that the comparison group
would have a similar overall SMR as all the various
study subgroups.

Similar results were obtained also for cancers in our
data, although the discrepancies between PMR and
SMR were slightly less exaggerated. Since these exam-
plex have shown that PMR can overstate or under-
state the true relative risk and there is no way of tell-
ing which, and it has been shown that a similar
problem may exist with the use ofproportional cancer
mortality ratio,2 perhaps the continued value ofPMR
estimations in occupational studies may rest solely on
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how frequently a given result is replicated. Fortu-
nately, such replication is usually not hard to do.

ERIC S JOHNSON
Unit of Analytical Epidemiology,
Division of Epidemiology & Biostatistics,
International Agencyfor Research on Cancer,
Lyon, France.
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Lecture Notes on Occupational Medicine. 3rd ed. (Pp
260, £8.50.) Oxford; Blackwell Scientific Publications,
1985.

This little book written primarily for medical stu-
dents, to provide a much needed insight into
occupational health, gives a concise account of the
more important occupational diseases. The chapters
on the toxicology of metals, solvents, and other
important toxic organic compounds, such as vinyl
chloride, pesticides, and herbicides, are under-
standably those that have been expanded in this latest
edition. They are the best because toxicology is the
author's particular interest. Those on other work
related diseases of the lung and skin, on occupational
cancer and infectious diseases, and the physical haz-
ards are also well written and very readable for the
newcomer to the subject.
There are chapters on the effects of occupation on

health and the effects ofwork on health, but the latter
seems misnamed. It deals with the influence of health
on work-that is, the effects of disease and disability
on the pndividual's capacity to perform certain jobs. It
is a book which will be popular among occupational
physicians, nurses, and hygienists following post-
graduate courses and revising for examinations.
To cover the needs of this wider range ofreaders the

author in the next edition might expand the chapter
on occupational health services and emphasise the
importance of the treatment service as providing leads
to the identification and control of hazards to health
and safety. Although the prevalence of occupational
diseases may be on the decline in the Western world
they still occur, and physicians have to be aware of
them as identification is the key to control. In devel-
oping countries where industrialisation is rapid and
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occupational disease is a relatively common occur-
rence, Dr Waldron's book will be a useful guide to the
health professionals who look after people at work.

RSF SCHILLING

Progress in Nickel Toxicology. Edited by Stanley S
Brown and F William Sunderman Jr. (250pp; £27.50.)
Oxford; Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1985.

There seems to have been a positive deluge of confer-
ence proceedings lately and this book is yet another
which suffers from all the disadvantages of the genre.
Fifty four papers have been brought together under
four main headings-carcinogenesis, toxicology, clin-
ical pathology, and occupational exposures. The book
has about 240 pages of text so that each contribution
has about four pages allotted to it and consequently
is unable to say much that is either interesting or
novel.

Aesthetically the book is displeasing since it has
been prepared from (presumably unedited and
unrefereed) camera ready copy that has been prepared
on a variety of typewriters and word processors. Some
papers have right justification, others do not; there is
some conformity of style but not in the references. It
is all rather sloppy.

This form of publication really should not be
encouraged; it would be so much more worth while
for the editors to pick from symposia those (relatively
few) contributions that have something important to
say and allow the authors sufficient space to develop
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their theme. Presumably the reasons for publishing
everything that is presented, regardless of its intrinsic
value, are that institutions will only pay for atten-
dance if the delegate is presenting a paper and publi-
cation adds to the tally of papers on the all important
CV. These do not seem to me to be sufficient reasons
for the proliferation of these books.

I cannot recommend this book with any enthusi-
asm, particularly as it was the second on nickel to
appear in 1985 (see BJIM, 42, p 647 for review). Given
the choice-and they are both about the same price-
then the earlier volume is to be preferred.

HA WALDRON

Notice
World Conference on Hazardous Waste, Budapest,
5-10 October 1987

This conference is specially devoted to giving dele-
gates from Western and Eastern industrialised and
developing countries an opportunity to present their
specific point of view in order to discuss the state of
the art of this important question and to propose
recommendations reflecting the real wishes of the par-
ticipants belonging to different nations. For further
details contact the Secretariat International, Inter-
national Association of Medicine and Biology of the
Environment, 115 rue de la Pompe, F-75116 Paris.
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