
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF INDUSTRIAL
MEDICAL OFFICERS

FORTY-EIGHTH MEETING
The Forty-Eighth Meeting of the Association of

Industrial Medical Officers was held at Leeds on May
29, 30, and 31, 1947, Dr. W. Blood (London) being in
the Chair.

Private Business
The Private Business Meeting was held on May 29,

1947, at the Algemon Firth Institute of Pathology,
Leeds.

British Councilfor International Congresses
Concerning Health and Safety

The following were appointed to represent the
Association on the above Council until the Annual
Ceneral Meeting, 1948: the Chairman and the Hon.
Secretary (both- ex officio), Dr. M. W. Goldblatt, and
Dr. T. A. Lloyd Davies.

Central Councilfor Health Education
Dr. J. A. A. Mekelburg (London) was elected to serve

on this Council as the representative of the Association.
Alteration of Constitution

A new Constitution was unanimously adopted. Under
this the general management of the Association was
entrusted to a widely representative Council presided
over by a President. The Chairman expressed the view
that by this means the Association would have more time
to devote to technical meetings. He also referred to the
fact that a considerable part of the business which had
previously been transacted by the Association would now
be taken over by the Industrial Medicine Committee of
the British Medical Association. It was further agreed
that the present Executive Committee should act as a
-" Caretaker Council " until elections to the Council had
taken place.

Election ofMembers
Seven Ordinary and eight Associate members were

elected.
Public Business

On Friday, May 30, the morning was spent visiting the
Yorkshire Copper Works Limited in Leeds. This
particular works is the largest of its kind in the United
Kingdom. An explanatory lecture, aided by the
,epidiascope, gave the members a preview of the tour
which followed and added greatly to the interest of the
visit to the various parts of the works. Guides from the
staff conducted the parties round, and explained the
processes which changed the initial crude material by
many stages to the finished products. The works cover
nearly fifty acres of ground, and here during the late war
over 29,000 miles of copper tubing were supplied for
aircraft alone. Of particular instruction and interest
were the processes associated with the moulding of the
billets and their subsequent transformation into tubes.
The tour included a visit to the medical section, under

the guidance of the medical officer of the works.
The Managing Director was present qt a buffet lunch

at which members were introduced to the local Trades
Union representative, who had been at the works for
many years. Addresses of appreciation were made by
the works medical officer and the Chairman of the

Association, and were responded to by the Managing
Director and the Trades Union representative.

In the afternoon a visit was made to Imperial Chemical
Industries Limited, Dyestuffs Division, in Huddersfield.
The party was divided into four groups and conducted
round the various sections of the works. Included in
the tour were the departments associated with the
manufacture of nylon, " agrosan," and aniline, the
standardizing department, where an exhibition of colours
and pharmaceutical products was seen,- and various
nitration processes which are carried out in the primaries
area. On the non-manufacturing side the visits included
the joiners' shop, the boiler plant, and the power house.
In spite of an accompanying thunder-storm, the tours
were, in the main, carried out in full and the visitors,
most of whom had not seen such a works before, were
impressed by the size and complexity of the various
manufactures.

Representatives of the management accompanied the
party to the recreation club and joined in tea. In the
tea room was an interesting exhibition of safety appliances
aad protective clothing, which were demonstrated by
live models.
The Association Dinner took place on the evening of

Friday, May 30, at the Mansion Hotel, Roundhay Park.
The guests included Dr. J. T. Ingram, Professor M. J.
Stewart, and Professor F. S. Fowweather. The toast of
" The King " was given by Dr. Blood. The health of the
Association was proposed by Dr. Ingram and replied to
by Dr. Blood. The health of the guests was proposed
by Dr. A. F. Shirras, and replied to by Professor Stewart.
A clinical meeting was held on Saturday morning,

May 31. Dr. J. T. Ingram took as his subject the
industrial dermatoses. These he classified as: (I) those
peculiar to a particular trade or occupation-; (2) trau-
matic, where the manifestations of trauma may show
themselves in any case of contact; (3) eczematous,
occurring in the minority of workers and associated with
(a) contact, with resultant developed sensitivity, and (b)
wear and tear, as in washerwomen; (4) dermatitis
arising in the eczematous-prone.

In discussing diagnosis, Dr. Ingram pointed out how
essential it was to examine the stripped patient and to be
particularly watchful for scabies, to examine the feet for
ringworm, pompholyx and fungus infections, and the
legs for gravitational phenomena, and to note any
abnormality of the skin of the thighs. Careful case-
taking history was most important, and the site of
affection and course should be carefully studied for
differential diagnosis. Industrial dermatitis tended to
affect the exposed parts (except perhaps the palmar
surfaces of the hands), and sites where opposing surfaces
and moisture are present such as the flexures of the arms
and the axilke. Patch tests, when carried out carefully
and correctly, were of great value in diagnosis. In
treatment it was important to keep to simple technique-
calamine lotion, Lassar's paste, and other simple applica-
tions. Penicillin ointments were not recommended.

Professor A. N. Shimmin later in the morning addressed
the meeting on the industries of Leeds. He pointed out
that among the 206,000 insured workers in the area,
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wholesale clothing accounted for the largest group
(34,859). This was followed by 24,884 in distributive
trades, 23,127 in general engineering, and 10,653 in
National Government services. Although Leeds was on
a coalfield, coal had not dominated the industrial develop-
ment of the city. Until the late eighteenth century the
trade in wool and wool fabrics dominated the scene for
three or four hundred years. In the early nineteenth
century engineering took the lead, and now the making
of clothes had taken first place. The rapid growth of
the tailoring industry was explained by the advent of the
sewing machine in the 1850's, the discovery of methods
of using new and old rags as re-entrant material (shoddy
and mungo) in the making of cloth, and the adaptation
of the band-knife to the cutting in bulk of patterns for
garments.

Leeds was far from being a one-industry town, how-
ever. Printing, chemicals, leather manufacture, confec-
tionery, and a host of other employments maintained the
cosmopolitan character of its growth. Its critics said
that the range of industries had robbed Leeds of a central
purpose, but the critics must remember that versatility
was a great merit, and Leeds usually escaped the extremes
of boom and depression just because its industries were
so varied.

The Chairman moved a vote of thanks to the Leeds
Group for a most enjoyable meeting; this was carried
with acclamation.

NOTTINGHAM GROUP
The Annual General Meeting of the Nottingham

Group of the Association of Industrial Medical Officers
was held at the Black Boy Hotel on June 12, 1947. There
were present Drs. Keatinge, Lloyd-Davies, Collis, Levin,
Mayne, Shaw, Whimster, Spark, Crooks, and Young.
The accounts for the year 1946-47 were unanimously

adopted.
Dr. G. E. C. Collis, Ransome and Marles Ltd.,

Newark, was elected Chairman, and Dr. J. Magill Young,
Brush Electrical Engineering Co. Ltd., Loughborough, was
appointed Hon. Secretary. It was unanimously agreed
that Dr. Young be appointed as an Ordinary Member
of the Council representing the Group in accordance
with the new constitution.
The Meeting was followed by a dinner at which Mr.

W. Rothera, the Coroner for Nottingham, was present
as a guest. After dinner Mr. Rothera opened a dis-
cussion on " The Coroner's Point of View," which led
to a lively debate in which all present took part.

OBITUARIES

N. HOWARD MUMMERY

By the death of Howard Mummery at the age of 70,
industrial medicine has lost one of its pioneers. He
trained at University College, London, and graduated
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., in 1902, and was a member of the
B.M.A. for over twenty-eight years. In the 1918 war he
had the unusual experience of serving in both the medical
branch of the Royal Navy and the Royal Army Medical
Corps, where he reached the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.
In 1924 he was appointed whole-time medical officer to
J. Lyons and Company, London, where he found an
opportunity to plan and administer one of the first large
factory clinics in the country. He had a passion for
detail, and his organization at Cadby Hall was out-
standing in its time. When the Association of Industrial
Medical Officers was formed in 1935, Howard Mummery,
recognized then as a leader in his branch of medicine, was
unanimously elected its first chairman. Much of the
success of this society is due to his untiring efforts. His
tact in the chair, his strength of character-amounting
often to paternal sternness-his wide knowledge of his
subject, and his mastery of administrative method, did
much to oil the wheels of early meetings when tenseness
in discussion could well have caused disharmony. At
the end of 1936 he resigned his appointment in industrial
medicine and settled in St. Helier, Jersey. He looked
forward to a quiet retirement, but his clinical urge
persisted and within a few months he began consulting
work in dermatology, a branch of medicine in which he
was especially experienced. The whole of his social
existence soon was to be disintegrated however, for he
left the island only some hours before its invasion by the
Germans in 1940. Return to England was rapidly
implemented by a return to industrial medicine. At the
Bristol Aeroplane Company and with other firms his
experience was once more placed at the disposal of
industry, this time as his contribution to the war effort.

But as the war drew to a close his health began to fail,
and, once again, he retreated to Jersey where he died on
July 20, 1947. Industrial medicine was enlarged in no
small measure by his work and example. D.S.
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