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Book reviews

Accidents and the Law. It's Your Law
Series, No. 6. By Neville D. Vandyk.
(Pp. 170; £1-50). Oyez for the Law
Society: London. 1975.

Probably the commonest reason for any
of us to be involved in legal proceedings
is that we have suffered or caused some
accidental injury or loss. There has long
been a need for a general statement of our
rights in such events, accessible and intel-
ligible to the layman. Mr Neville Vandyk's
little book seeks to meet this need. Pre-
pared and edited by the Law Society, it
offers a dozen short chapters in non-
technical language on misfortunes arising
at home, at work, on the roads, in medical
treatment, and so on, together with
observations on the assessment ofdamages
and entitlement to insurance benefits.

In the circumstances therefore it may
seem ungenerous to criticise, but the fact
remains that there are a surprising number
oferrors and obscurities, some ofwhich are
on quite basic matters. In a book appear-
ing in 1975, for example, one would not
really expect to find stated as law certain
requirements of the Sale of Goods Act
which were deleted by the Supply of
Goods (Implied Terms) Act, 1973 (p. 70).
The 1973 Act indeed is not even men-
tioned by name despite the importance of
the changes it made to protect the buyer.
The extent of the control it exercises over
contracts of sale purporting to exclude
sellers' liabilities, which depends entirely
on whether the transaction is a 'consumer'
or 'non-consumer' one, is referred to
without qualification in the context of
'contracts not of an international charac-
ter'. The considerably greater rights of
suppliers of services to exclude their
liabilities are not touched upon at all.

While discussing the difficulty of
proving employers' liability in damages
for conditions of work causing disease, the
author states: 'There are certain prescribed
diseases (pneumoconiosis, byssinosis, sili-
cosis, lead poisoning, etc.) which are
assumed to be caused by employment in
certain industries, and there is no need for
further proof' (p. 93). To include industrial

injury insurance benefit rules in the con-
text of proof of negligence is misleading,
to say the least. Again, accident victims
can sue for damages within three years of
becoming aware of their injuries or rights
relating to them, not 12 months as stated
on p. 11. Equally surprising is the proposi-
tion on p. 136 that major claims for
damages should be brought in the High
Court 'or crown court'.
The book also seems to leave something

to be desired so far as the more general
aim of simple but sufficient explanation of
legal rights is concerned. For many
injured people the overriding problem
must be that of cost, but costs as such are
not mentioned. Availability of legal aid is
disposed of in 12 lines, beginning with the
somewhat ambiguous assertion that 'The
legal advice and aid scheme means that
skilled legal help is available to everyone',
and giving no indication of the capital or
income figures involved. Most accident
claims involve the tort of negligence, but
at least in your reviewer's opinion no
adequate definition is given either of the
word tort or, more importantly, of the
nature of negligence. No reference is made
to the inherent vices of the fault system as
a whole, including in particular its detri-
mental effect on rehabilitation, well
known in medical circles as 'compensa-
tionitis', nor is there any discussion of the
far-reaching solutions to many of the
problem, posed by the book which the
Royal Commission on Personal Injuries
Litigation is likely to put forward within
the next few months.
The same weaknesses may be found in

the treatment of particular types of
accident. The chapter on employers'
liabilities, for example, consists of little
more than summaries of the facts of
numerous unnamed cases, with little or no
explanation of why the judgments went as
they did or what we are supposed to learn
from them. It is curious too that there is
no reference here or elsewhere in the book
to the existence of the Health and Safety
at Work Act, 1974. Admittedly the Act
does not directly affect injured workers'
rights, but that point if no other is surely
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worth making since so many people on
both sides of industry believe it is of
fundamental importance in this respect.
One might also have thought that the
Act's provision for employee safety repre-
sentatives could usefully have been
mentioned because of the profound effect
on the safety of the whole working
environment which the new system could
have.

In short, Mr Vandyk's book is an
interesting and worthwhile venture, but
despite other merits one which could only
be recommended with considerable reser-
vation.

MICHAEL WHINCUP

Cancer Mortality, England and Wales
1911-1970. Studies on Medical and
Population Subjects No. 29. (£5-25)
HMSO: London. 1975.
Registrar General's Statistical Review of
England and Wales for the Three Years
1968-1970: Supplement on Cancer. (£5-20)
HMSO: London. 1975.

These two publications bring up to date
the information available to the Office of
Population Censuses and Surveys on the
mortality and morbidity due to cancer.
The mortality volume is based on the
relatively reliable material extracted from
death certificates. It reclassifies the earlier
statistics to the 8th Revision of the Inter-
national Classification of Diseases where
this is possible. The bulk of the volume
gives for each of 36 primary cancers the
numbers of deaths and the death rates per
million classified by sex and five-year age
group, in successive five-year calendar
periods from 1911, or later where re-
classification has proved impossible. When
these tables are read in conjunction with
No. 13 in the same series, published 1957,
it is possible to follow cohorts through the
mortality rates applying as they reached
each successive age group. This method
demonstrates, for example, that although
the number of deaths from lung cancer
continues to rise, male cohorts born since
1901 have shown constant, or possibly
declining cohort mortality rates. For
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