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Great care has been taken to make a comprehensive
study of the world literature and 730 references are
quoted. There are some redundancies, threshold limit
values are given on p. 7 and repeated on p. 79. A treat-
ment schedule which includes under the heading 'renal'
the comment 'the attitude should be one of optimism',
and under 'digestive' 'stomach dressings and supervised
restarting of alimentation' is presumably quoted to show
the paucity of available treatments
The section on disturbances of the metabolism would

be more logically placed at the beginning of the mono-
graph and the industrial physician might wish that more
mention had been made of the industrial situations where
there is the possibility of dangerous exposure.
As well as a list of references, which quotes only main

authors, the book is well indexed. It is a most valuable
review of the subject and should have a place in all
libraries of industrial toxicology.

M. L. NEWHOUSE

Medical Service and Medical Research Annual
Report 1968/69. (Pp. 40; illustrated). London:
National Coal Board. 1970.

This account of the medical work of the National Coal
Board Medical Service includes an illustrated description
of the new Institute of Occupational Medicine in
Edinburgh, which was formally opened in April 1969.
Although primarily concerned with health problems in
coal mining, the Institute will give facilities to other
industries who wish to finance research projects there.
The setting up of this Institute, which is to be closely
associated with Edinburgh University in teaching and
research, is an important step and it is to be hoped that
full advantage will be taken of the facilities which it can
provide. It will be interesting to see how changes in the
importance and use of coal as a fuel and the demands for
research from outside the coal industry affect the develop-
ment and orientation of the Institute over the next decade.
The main part of the report describes the work of the

medical service in the oversight of the general health of
juveniles and adults in physically tough and dangerous
jobs in coal mining and various research projects being
carried out by the service or on its behalf.
The service employs 42 doctors and 232 nurses and

the range and scale of its activities are impressive.
Pneumoconiosis is still a big problem in coal mining, and,
as is pointed out in the report, although the overall
picture is one of declining disease, there is a reverse
trend in some areas. There has been a marked drop in
the prevalence of pneumoconiosis in men under 35 years
of age.

Measures to control the amount of dust at the coal face
have been applied vigorously for many years, but it
appears that there is still some way to go to achieve
approved standards in all working places. The trend to
more intensive mechanizationand greater dust production
is partially responsible for this, and dust suppression is
to be tightened up by the introduction of new standards
during the next year. A study of the coal fraction of the
respirable dust and the radiological response measured
by the progression rate per million shifts on the coal
face has shown that they are closely related. This work

has shown how the relative effects of different possible
standards for airborne dust can be estimated in terms of
expected pneumoconiosis prevalence.

There is also research into a variety of other diseases
and potential hazards, for example bronchitis and
emphysema, the disposal of dust particles in the lung,
occupational deafness, mineral oil and skin cancer,
Raynaud's disease, the use of cement and vermiculite
sealants, back stress in mining, and the design of pro-
tective clothing against cold.
The Coal Board Medical Service's interest in main-

taining high standards of occupational health nursing is
demonstrated by their lending a senior colliery officer to
a university on a part-time basis as the tutor to an
occupational health nursing course.

R. I. MCCALLUM

Clinical Toxicology of Commercial Products, 3rd
ed. By Marion N. Gleason, Robert E. Gosselin,
Harold C. Hodge and Roger P. Smith. (Pp. 1428, in
sections; 230s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1969.

The object of this book is to assist the physician to deal
quickly and effectively with acute chemical poisonings
arising through the misuse of commercial chemical
products. The second edition dealt with those likely to
be used in the home or on the farm, but this edition is
extended and includes a number of industrial products
not previously dealt with. It is again a mine of infor-
mation. It is carefully and clearly set out in seven distinct
sections, each section quickly distinguishable by the
colour of the edge of the pages. The first section (red)
describes the general principles of the first aid and
emergency treatment of poisoning by substances that
have been inhaled or ingested; in it the authors deal with
such basic matters as the induction of vomiting, antidotes,
decontamination, eye lavage, and the identification of
the agent, and they describe a number of techniques such
as gastric lavage. Most of this part will be familiar
ground to the doctor, but the layman confronted with an
emergency will find help in the more simple parts of the
instructions. The second section (blue) is an alphabetical
list of chemical substances likely to be encountered as
poisons in the home, in agriculture, or in general medical
practice. There are cross references to other sections,
especially the third, in which are detailed experimental
and clinical data on a large number of compounds
grouped into classes with descriptions of their toxic
symptoms and signs and the recommended therapy.
Section four deals with general supportive treatment
instead of the particular therapy given in the previous
section, and in it are given detailed consideration of the
modem techniques of many therapeutic measures such
as assisted respiration, treatment for shock, haemo-
dialysis, correction of electrolyte balance, and parenteral
feeding.
The largest section (772 pages) is comprised of a list

of some 17,000 trade names of products which could be
toxic on ingestion, with a description of their ingredients
supplied by the manufacturers. A useful asterisk system
indicates the likely toxic items in those which are
mixtures. Section six is complementary to this in that it
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