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    Abstract

        The changes in the prevalence of pneumoconiosis among miners and ex-miners in the Rhondda Fach in three age groups at three different times (1951, 1953, and 1961) have been investigated. The radiographs were re-read with the dates concealed, in a randomized order, by one observer. Later a stratified sample was classified for technique. The results of the randomized readings, standardized for technique, suggest an increase in prevalence in the older age groups and a slight decrease in the youngest.

        Further analysis suggests that the changes are not due to differential migration and mortality, and it is concluded that they are probably due to the progression of simple pneumoconiosis. This is thought to be mainly due to dust exposure, but the possibility of progression occurring in the absence of dust exposure is not excluded.
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          ↵* Present address: Madanapalle Tuberculosis Research Unit, Arogyavaram, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh, India
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