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Objectives Suicide is a complex and multifactorial phenom-
enon. The number of work-related suicides is diffi cult to assess 
in France. There are nevertheless some data available to docu-
ment this problem. The aim of this study is to describe sui-
cide mortality and its temporal evolution in employees (men) 
according to economic sectors in France.
Methods The description of suicide mortality comes from 
the Cosmop programme, conducted by the Department of 
Occupational Health/InVS. Individual administrative occu-
pational data (DADS-Panel/Insee) have been linked to the 
medical causes of death from the French National Death 

Registry (CépiDc/Inserm). Suicide mortality (age-stan-
dardised) were calculated in men employees each year from 
1976 to 2002 according to economic sector (agriculture sec-
tor excluded).
Results Over the period from 1976 to 2002, the age-stan-
dardised mortality from suicide is estimated at 25.5/100 000. 
There is no signifi cant temporal trend. However, the mortality 
differs according to economic sector. The human health and 
social activities present the highest mortality (34.3/100 000) 
followed by the public administration (29.8/100 000), the 
construction (27.3/100 000) and the real estate activities 
(26.7/100 000).
Conclusions This study points out inequalities of mor-
tality by suicide according to economic sectors. However, 
there is a relative stability over time in the working popula-
tion between 1976 and 2002 which is overlapping the trend 
observed in the general population. Despite some limita-
tions (in particular the absence of agricultural workers and 
a part of civil servants), these results provide a fi rst assess-
ment on suicide mortality according to economic sectors in 
France.
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