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  WHEN IS RETURN TO WORK SAFE RETURN TO WORK? 

COMPARING MEASURES OF RETURN TO WORK IN A 
COHORT OF PATIENTS FOLLOWING PERCUTANEOUS 
CORONARY INTERVENTION

Karin Biering, Thomas Lund, Niels Henrik Hjøllund Regional Hospital, Herning, 

Denmark

10.1136/oemed-2011-100382.351

Objectives While the term return to work (RTW) is com-
monly used, the extent to which it has a shared and agreed upon 
meaning is limited. RTW following temporary work disability 
is traditionally measured as a dichotomous outcome measured 
at a specifi c point in time proceeding a specifi c event, often 
onset of disability or time of a specifi c intervention. However, 
no sickness absence periods are alike and employees may 
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experience recurrences of sickness absence and only gradu-
ally recover from their injury or illness. Previous reviews have 
highlighted the need to combine various measures of RTW in 
order to capture recurrences, emphasising the most commonly 
used measures capturing “time to the end of fi rst temporary 
work disability period” and “time to fi rst RTW” have limited 
value on their own. The purpose of this study was to compare 
a RTW measure defi ning RTW as cessation of sickness absence 
compensation, to register data on labour market participation 
in a period of 12 months after PCI, and of 12 months after fi rst 
RTW.
Methods Based on data on a cohort of 1585 study participants 
admitted following PCI from a large hospital in Denmark, 
merged with a national register of granted social transfer pay-
ments, analysis of two different RTW outcomes; time to fi rst 
RTW and labour market participation 12 months following 
RTW, are performed.
Results The presentation will focus on analysis of correla-
tion between the two different outcomes, in order to identify 
the labour market history following a measure of RTW used 
widely in RTW research.
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