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do something to reassure those who had been led to
believe that " it's all a matter of sex ", or for that matter,
of conditioned reflexes. This reviewer has only one
major regret-he knows of no comparable introductory
text written by a British psychologist.

ALASTAIR HERON

Social Psychology. By W. J. H. Sprott. (Pp. xiv
+ 208. 20s. net.) London: Methuen & Co. 1952.
In the past textbooks on social psychology, nearly all

American, were content to serve up a large but often
rather disconnected body of empirical findings. During
the last few years social psychologists, becoming dis-
satisfied with such patchwork efforts, have attempted to
produce something more systematic. The result was
rather curious: a number of different treatises have
appeared, mostly claiming to provide " an integrated
body of theory and data ". Unfortunately such theories
are often organized around different sets of principles,
selected according to the authors' personal preferences.
For instance, whilst one recent book treats man entirely
as a " language-manipulating animal ", another barely
mentions language. The example is, of course, extreme,
yet symptomatic of the deficiency of present-day social
psychology. There are too many " facts " and not
enough unifying concepts for relating the facts within
an agreed theoretical framework.

Professor Sprott therefore had a difficult task, which
he accomplished most successfully. Without attempting
premature system-building, which can only be achieved
by leaving out inconvenient material, he presents the
most important theories and empirical findings in a
highly condensed but coherent manner, doing justice to
a variety of complementary modes of approach.
The book is divided into three parts. The first,

dealing with " the study of groups ", begins with a
useful discussion of notions like " culture ", " person-
ality ", or " social class ". Such words are an endless
source of confusion when taken as referring to concrete
entities. Students tend to cling to a rigid definition of a
term like " social class ", and are apt to despair if they
happen to come across another inconsistent one.
Sprott's philosophical background enables him to give a
lucid account of the logical status of such terms.' He
explains that they are models constructed for definite
but limited purposes out of the raw material of specific
social situations. Such models approximate social
reality in varying degrees, without ever completely
encompassing it.

This is followed by two chapters on different types of
groups, from such general concepts as " mass society "
down to experimental studies of face-to-face groups, on
which much research is going on just now. Lewin's
field theory and Moreno's sociometry are outlined.
The chapter on leadership is somewhat disappointing,

being too much concerned with the classification of
different kinds of leaders and leaving out such important
work as that of Helen Jennings and Ferenc Merei. The
remainder of Part I summarizes studies of public opinion
and attitude research.

Part II sets out with a description of social deter-
minants in fields that were once thought to be the
exclusive prerogative of general psychology. (Inciden-
tally, it is demonstrated here how tenuous the distinction
between " general " and " social " has become.) Among
these is the concept of the self, where use is made of the
theories of G. H. Mead, widely known in the United
States but not easily accessible in this country; percep-
tion and memory are dealt with, and one of the best
sections covers the controversial issue of intelligence.
On this " battlefield " Sprott does not take sides, except
for recommending that environmental factors should be
explored before we fall back upon " innate endowment ".
When it comes to the analysis of personality develop-

ment in culture and the concept of national character,
the author's skill in expounding complex theories
becomes most apparent. Social psychologists and
cultural anthropologists are today agreed that the first
few years of life lay the foundation of the adult persona-
lity. There is, however, a certain amount of disagree-
ment as to the exact way in which this happens. Sprott
accepts the general approach of Linton and Kardiner,
showing how it fits in with economic determinism in the
wider sense. He has the courage to acknowledge our
debt to Marx.

In view of the immature state of social psychology it
was perhaps inevitable that the last part of the book,
concerned with applications, should be the weakest.
In the section on industry the Hawthorne studies,
uncritically reported, loom largest. On the other hand
there is some reference to the work of Georges Fried-
mann, whose work in industrial psychology deserves to
be more widely known in this country.
The section on psychological medicine contains an

interesting discussion of the vexed question of the
criteria of " normality ". There is also a brief description
of various forms of group therapy.
With a book covering such a vast field one can hardly

complain if some of one's own favourites have been
left out. Perhaps the only serious omission is that of
language and other forms of symbolic behaviour, which
are increasingly coming into prominence.

Altogether Professor Sprott has produced an ad-
mirably clear survey of the fundamental tenets and data
of social psychology. Although each page is closely
packed, the style is easy, with a minimum of jargon;
and all this has been accomplished in about half the
usual length of books on social psychology. With
these virtues it would be surprising if it did not become
the standard introductory text in this country.

G. JAHODA

Psychology for Nurses. By Bess V. Cunningham.
Second edition. (Pp. xi + 382. 26s.) New York:
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. 1951.

Unlike many second editions, this is an improvement
on the first, published in 1946. Dr. Cunningham, who
is Professor of Education in the University of Toledo,
Ohio, has apparently not been content to provide the
conventional "few lectures in psychology for the
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student nurses ", and has studied their needs with
increasing sympathy and discernment. In the preface
to the first edition she explained that for several years
she had taught psychology to " student nurses from five
local hospitals,-who have come to the university for the
first sixteen weeks of their academic training ". One
cannot help reflecting on the good fortune of these
young ladies of Toledo: first in being saved from the
fate of learning about psychology from the average
sister-tutor, herself inadequately trained; secondly in
receiving their first impressions of the subject before the
rest of the nursing curriculum has made its mark; and
thirdly in meeting with a university teacher who makes a
sincere attempt to use the findings of education and
psychology in her own methods.
To British readers the book may at times seem

American in style and content, but it is much less so
than might have been expected, and the clarity of
exposition generally compensates for this. Though her
references are mainly to books and papers published in
the U.S.A., her choice is eclectic and up-to-date. Every
chapter is provided with a summary, suggested activities
likely to provide applications of the theoretical content,
and a short bibliography for suggested reading, briefly
annotated. She also provides a formal list of ' Refer-
ences Cited in this Chapter ", which might well have
been dispensed with or brought together at the end of
the book, as the practice leads to frequent multiple
entries of the same books and papers. The book is
provided with a useful, non-technical glossary of un-
familiar terms, and adequate author and subject indexes.
Although the orientation throughout is toward the
nurse, this text can be recommended to medical students
and to more senior people such as industrial medical
officers, requiring a simple but scientifically-based
primer in modern psychology. ALASTAIR HERON

Eyes in Industry. By D. A. Campbell, W. J. B.
Riddell, and A. S. McNalty. (Pp. 227 plus index;
illustrated. 30s. net.) London: Longmans, Green.
1951.
Dorothy Campbell and her associates have written-

a most useful and basic treatise on the anatomy and
physiology of the eye and its relationship to industry.
It will be useful to personnel directors, safety engineers
and management, and ophthalmologists not familiar
with industrial problems. With that special genius that
the British have, the authors have made the text lucid
and complete, binding the complicated angles into a
single integrated whole.

It is strange that she in Britain and I in the United
States should produce books, the titles of which are so
alike. There, however, the similarity ends. Dorothy
Campbell has done everything that I wanted to do but
could not, namely, make the basic functioning of the eye
understandable to anyone reading it. Her diagrams,
photographs, and her definitions of even the most
technical material, are well done. There are things she
stresses that we in this country should stress and have
not, for instance, the care of adolescent eyesight and its
relationship to industry.

F

Professor W. J. Riddell has written the second part of
the book on visual hazards, injuries in industry, and
their prevention. The important chemical research of
the British war period is reflected. Miner's nystagmus,
non-existent in the United States, has been the subject
of British research for a long time. Most of the evi-
dence seems to suggest that the absence of this disease
in the U.S.A. is due to better lighting and a greater
feeling for safety, and that miner's nystagmus is basically
a psychomatic problem, but the final word has not yet
been said. Britain, fortunately, was not a victim of
epidemic kerato-conjunctivitis as we were and are still in
some areas of this country, so they have nothing to
contribute to this ever threatening problem. Sir Arthur
McNalty has written part three on special aspects,
injuries, and psychology of sight.

Research in visual testing in industry, the perfection
of the equipment for this and the study and interpre-
tation of the results, has hardly even started in Britain
while it has made tremendous advances in the States.
Elaborate eye protective equipment such as has been
promoted in this country is not available in England.
That the authors do not discuss the relationship of

the professional eye man with plant management and
personnel reflects the loose character of their arrange-
ments. Also, no mention is made of what we consider
to be vitally important, namely the need for carefully
outlined first aid technique and standing orders for
nurses. While visiting British plants and talking to
their industrial nurses I felt there had been too much
leeway given to nurses. I am sure that their legal status
does not include the practice of medicine, i.e. working
and prescribing other than directly under defined doc-
tor's orders. In the States we are very strict and our
nurses are glad of the protection.
To anyone who wants to and needs to understand

physiological and psychological visual functions and
their relationship to industry this excellent book will be
valuable. HEDWIG S. KUHN

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a laIter issue is not precluded by niotice here of books

recentl l received.)

A Catalogue of Film Strips for Health Education.
Edited by John Burton. (Pp. 54. 2s. 6d.) London:
The Central Council for Health Education. 1952.

Human Nature. Its Development, Variations and
Assessment. By J. C. Raven. (Pp. 226. 12s. 6d.)
London: H. K. Lewis. 1952.

Air Pollution. Proceedings of the United States
Conference on Air-Pollution. By Louis C. McCabe,
Chairman. (Pp. 847; illustrated. £5 6s. 6d.) London:
McGraw-Hill Book Company Ltd. 1952.

Report on the Health of the Army, 1946-1948. (Pp.
116; 32 tables. No price.) London: The War
Office. 1952.

317

 on M
ay 26, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://oem

.bm
j.com

/
B

r J Ind M
ed: first published as 10.1136/oem

.9.4.316-a on 1 O
ctober 1952. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://oem.bmj.com/

