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    Abstract
Introduction Sweden has a long-standing tradition of high quality labour market and work environment research due to excellent access to population surveys and registers. However, there are several challenges when investigating precarious employment and health. Many precarious workers don’t qualify for social security schemes or unemployment insurance and cannot properly be traced in the registries. Also, the response rates to most surveys have decreased rapidly over time, especially among those that are most likely to be in precarious employment, e.g. young people, immigrants and those with low level of education. Therefore, new sampling methods are needed, in addition to current data sources, in order to study this hard-to-reach population.

Methods Respondent-driven sampling (RDS) is a development of the “snowball sampling” chain referral sampling method that relies on peer-to-peer recruitment of study participants. By limiting number of respondents recruited by the same person and by using coded coupons, it is possible to limit social clustering of respondents and to reduce recruitment bias and high “homophily”, i.e. that all subjects have similar characteristics. It also permits linking respondents with recruiters and perform weighted analysis to account for network properties. In the ongoing study we will identify participants in industries where precarious employment conditions are common and assess the feasibility of the method in this population. Hotels, restaurants, retail, staffing industry, taxi services, private security and/or journalists are industries where we expect to find many of our participants. They will respond to a web-based survey and allow for register data to be linked. 

Results The pilot phase of the study will be ready in time for the conference and preliminary results and lessons learned will be discussed. 
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