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series and then brief paragraphs on individual members
with special emphasis on quantitative data
Although full documentation is given for the data

obtained by animal experiments, there is no criticism
at all. It is well known that there is considerable
difference in the reliability of experiments involving
exposure to measured concentrations of gases and
vapours because of the different ways of setting up
concentrations and of measuring them by physical
means. Similarly in chemical methods there are gross
differences in accuracy. Further, " concentrations " are
sometimes set up at levels which the nature of the
substance studied does not admit or which are so far
artificial (e.g., in temperature) that they have no relevance
to significant conditions in industry.

This book would not be a human product if it had no
errors, but we will perhaps be forgiven for drawing
attention to certain gross inaccuracies. For example,
Dr. Hamblin refers to the toxicity of diphenylamine thus:
" Similar to that of aniline . . . " and to that of 3-naph-
thylamine thus:. " May cause mild methxemoglobin-
emia . . . ". These statements certainly need revision.
Nothing less than a high excellence could be expected

from Dr. Robert Kehoe on lead poisoning, and the
reader is not disappointed. But it would have been
valuable to have his views on the alleged increased
excretion of lead after citrate administration which has
been shown to form non-ionogenic complexes with lead.
No mention is made in this book of the dangerous

phosphorus insecticides, a marked lacuna in view of
recent developments.
A chapter to which reference must be made is that by

Dr. Patty, the editor, on " Potential Exposures in
Industry". To whom the minute paragraphs on a large
number of industries could be important, we simply
cannot imagine. The pity is that this section of the book
in particular is not illustrated (the whole volume is
unillustrated), for in considering it, with many years of
experience of industry, we envisage operations and men
in activity, and only secondarily is the abstract of hazard
and toxicity. Exigencies of space and expense probably
made illustrations prohibitive in an already very ex-
pensive book (at least to us in Britain), but their absence
has divested a most valuable section of its life.
We do not decry this valuable publication when we

say that on the whole it is a skilful array of summaries
composed from the literature to which have been added
knowledgeable general discussions. It will find a ready
public. M. W. G.

A Guide to the Diagnosis of Occupational Diseases.
Compiled jointly by the staffs of the Industrial Health
Division, Department of National Health and Welfare,
and the Division of Industrial Hygiene, Department of
Health for Ontario. 1949. Pp. 317. Price $1.00.

This is a most valuable book which has been prepared
by departments of the Ontario State Government to aid
physicians in the diagnosis of occupational diseases.
The Industrial Health Division of the Department of
National Health and Welfare propose to distribute this
book without cost to all physicians in Canada who wish
to receive a copy. In so doing they are likely to con-

tribute a great deal towards a better understanding of
occupational diseases.
The book is divided into five sections, the first one

dealing with occupational diseases in general and giving
the definitions of many terms which are used in their
study. The second section gives a list of occupations,
and indicates the potential dangers which may be
encountered in each. These are given in the very simple
manner of a list below the relevant occupation and is
therefore useful for reference.
The third section gives a brief account of all the

syndromes which may result from occupational risks
and these are listed under the following headings:
(1) "Abnormalities of Air Pressure"; (2) "Abnormalities
of Temperature and Humidity"; (3) "Dampness";
(4) "Defective Illumination"; (5) "Excessive Noise"
(6) "Radiant Energy"; (7) "Electrical Burns";
(8) "Vibration"; (9) "Infections"; (10) "Dust and
Fumes".

This is an admirable way of approaching the problems
and again is very easy for reference. The accounts given
of the various conditions are short, but full of detail and
certainly most valuable. They are not intended for
workers doing research on the subjects and they do not
include references to the literature.
The last two parts of the book are concerned with

occupational dermatoses and the Workmens Compensa-
tion Act in Canada.

This is certainly a most valuable book, and the
Canadian Health Department are to be congratulated
on producing it. In fact the Ministry of Labour and
Ministry of Health in Great Britain might do well to
follow the example. K. M. A. P.

A Handbook for Industrial Nurses. 1949. Second
Edition. By Marion West. London: Edward Arnold.
Pp. 264. Price 9s.

Industrial nursing touches on many fields, and an
author who attempts to write a comprehensive book on
the subject faces a very difficult task. This may well
explain why no such book has yet been written. He
must weigh the claims of very different specialties and
present this widely drawn material to the reader as a
comprehensive statement of present knowledge. Such
at any rate would be the task of anyone attempting to
write a textbook of industrial nursing. This book,
however, makes no such pretentious claims; it is wisely
called a handbook, and may therefore be looked upon
as a guide rather than as an exhaustive treatise.
The book was first published eight years ago, but has

now been so extensively revised and enlarged that it is
hardly recognizable. It contains information that will
be useful for the doctor and nurse long engaged in
industry, but probably it is the newcomer who will most
appreciate it. The facts she needs regarding factory
legislation are presented in a small compass. She can
find information on the staffing, equipment, and stocking
of the industrial health department, and a very good
account is given of the records and reports with which
an industrial nurse should be familiar. The importance
of careful collaboration with those outside industry
interested in the health of her patients, the general
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practitioner, the hospital out-patient department, and the
district nurse, is emphasized. There is a good chapter
contributed by Dr. Chard on eye conditions met with at
work; this deals with the vexed question of the extent
of treatment to be carried out by the nurse, and concludes
with a useful list of " Do's and Dont's" which even
those with long experience of industry will find helpful.
It will be seen that the book provides much that is
useful, but the newcomer may find it difficult to digest
much of the information and to relate it to her own
practical problems, while the old hand will ask for more
than the superficial treatment given to some important
subjects. It is unavoidable that in a book of this size
some subjects should be sketchily dealt with, but it is
unfortunate that this criticism should apply where the
nurse is in special need of guidance and where it is
difficult for her to find information conveniently to hand.
For instance, rehabilitation is dealt with in two short
paragraphs in a chapter headed " Co-ordination of
Health and Welfare Services". This is a useful chapter,
giving as it does brief accounts of numerous bodies with
whose work the industrial nurse should be familiar, but
it is hardly here, placed side by side with details of the
Association of Industrial Medical Officers and the
Marriage Guidance Council, that one would expect to
find all the information on such important subjects as
rehabilitation and health education.
The chapter on treatment will meet with criticism, but

so would any attempt to give in a few pages methods of
treatment for so great a variety ofconditions.
There are other details which call for criticism, but

despite minor faults this book contains a great deal of
value to the doctor and nurse working in industry, and
it should certainly find a place on their bookshelves.

R. L.

Tuberculosis in the Commonwealth. National Associa-
tion for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. 1949. Pp. 411.
Price 15s.

This gives a verbatim account of the Second Common-
wealth and Empire Health and Tuberculosis Conference
which was held in London from July 5 to 8, 1949, under
the auspices of the National Association for the Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis, which is an association com-
posed both of medical and lay members, so that a con-
siderable portion of the book is concerned with the
administrative and lay aspects of tuberculosis. It is
none the less important on this account since such
subjects as " Psychological and Social Re-adaptation of
Chronic Disease in Industry" are of enormous impor-
tance in this disease, which is the commonest cause of
both disability and death in the 20-40 age group of the
population.
The most important theme which runs through this

book is the lack of beds for treatment at the
present time. The recent advances made in therapy,
which are also discussed, have increased the need for
beds since they have brought so many more cases within
the range of treatment. Since there are not the beds
available, there is a tendency to develop domiciliary
treatment and one cannot do better than quote Dr.
Scadding's comments on the schemes.

"I regard the schemes of domiciliary collapse therapy as
stop-gap palliatives provided by heroic efforts on the part of
medical and ancillary staffs of tuberculosis clinics to mitigate
the difficulties imposed on their work by the present shortage of
beds. I think that the apparent success of these schemes and
our admiration for those who are carrying out the difficult work
they entail, should not be allowed to engender complacency
about the deplorable shortage of beds for the treatment of
pulmonary tuberculosis."

K. M. A. P.
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