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BOOK REVIEWS
Demonstrations of Physical Signs in Clinical Surgery. Some Common Psychosomatic Manifestations. By J.

Part IV. By Hamilton Bailey, F.R.C.S., etc. 1948. Barrie Murray, M.A., M.D., M.R.C.P. 1949. Geoffrey
Eleventh Edition. Bristol: John Wright and Sons, Cumberlege: Oxford University Press. Pp. 101.
Pp. 122. Illustrated in colour.. Price 8s. 6d. Price 7s. 6d.

This volume completes the present edition ; it is hoped
that in future the whole work will be printed in one -dThe book is largely devoted to a study of " effort
volume, as splitting it up into parts seems unsatisfactory. syndrome" in a group of military psychiatric casualties.
The value of this work lies to a large extent in the -- In it the author sets out to discuss the physical expressions

illustrations, and in this volume they are good. The of emotion as manifested in this disorder, which in his
written matter is more open to criticism but on the-whole opinon is hysterical.in type, and to evaluate the signifi-
maintains the high standard of previous editions of this cance and relative incidence of associated symptoms.
popular book. In the description of acute pancreatitis A chapter on the low back syndrome is included.
considerable stress is still laid on the Mydriatic test ; few Although the subject matter of this book is drawn from
observers will put as much faith in it as the author does. a military setting with its attendant artificially acute
No mention is made of the diastatic index in the urine personal stresses, the numerical analysis of the physical
but this may have been excluded as not being a physical manifestations of emotional disorder which it has been
sign. In cases of acute osteomyelitis the clinician is possible for the author to make in this particular group
advised to compare the size of the regional lymphatic outweighs this slight disadvantage.
glands with those on the unaffected limb. As far as we A vigorous plea for understanding by doctors of the
know, bones do not have any lymphatic drainage; so psychiatric aspect of all physical disease and of the
that if the lymphatic glands are inflamed in an early case unfortunate consequences for the patient of unwisely
the diagnosis is probably not acute osteoxmyelitis. repeated clinical examinations, over-treatment, and
Infection of lymphatic glands does not occur until the needless limitation of his activity, introduces a useful
inflammation has spread outside the bone. chapter on treatment. The book is a practical contribu-

These are, however, minor criticisms of a book that tion of value to medical men in a field in which accurate
can be recommended to student and doctor. evaluation of symptoms is at best difficult.

E.C.B.B. A. A. W.
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