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NOTICES

Northwest Center for Occupational
Health and Safety Addendum: Con-
tinuing Education Programme
Schedule, 1996.

3 April 1996 Safety and Health Manage-
ment in Construction

10-12 April Occupational Hazards to
Health Care Workers

17-19 April Managing Hazardous
Materials Events (Vancouver, WA)

2 May Pesticide Medicine (Yakima, WA)
10-14 June Sampling and Evaluating

Airborne Asbestos Dust
July Environmental & Occupational

Health Curriculum Development for High
School Teachers.

For further information contact: Jan
Schwert, Northwest Center for Occu-
pational Health and Safety, Department of
Environmental Health, University of
Washington, 4225 Roosevelt Way NE,
#100, Seattle, WA 98105-6099. Phone
(206) 543-1069.

International Course on In Vivo NMR
Spectroscopy and Imaging 14-16 April
1996. Leiden, The Netherlands.

Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
promises to become a very important tool in
drug research. In vivo NMR allows to assess

the state of a disease and the changes
induced by medical treatment, by monitor-
ing the chemical processes in organs of liv-
ing animals. With magnetic resonance

imaging (MRI) diseased tissues, tumours,
heart defects etc can be located. Differences
between healthy and diseased organs can be
studied, and one can follow the changes that
take place during medical treatment.
The course teaches the basic principles of

NMR spectroscopy and imaging, and illus-
trates the many applications in physiological
studies, and more in particular in drug
research.
The course has been designed for indus-

trial and other scientists, starting or involved
in in vivo NMR spectrometry and imaging,
as well as for those working in related areas

who wish to update and extend their knowl-
edge of these techniques and their applica-
tions.
The course will be organised in collabora-

tion with the Centre for Biomolecular
Spectroscopy of Leiden University.

For further information contact:
LACDR-Secretariat, c/o Mrs FJ Velthorst,
PO Box 9502, 2300 RA Leiden, The

Netherlands. Phone: 31 71 5274341; Fax:
31 71 5274277.

Chromium Symposium 23-24 April,
1996. Crystal City Marriott, Arlington,
Virginia.

This symposium is designed to review recent
information on current issues in toxicology,
epidemiology, health effects, and monitoring
of chromium exposure. Various approaches
for using this information in risk assessment
will be discussed. Those concerned about
the effects of occupational and environmen-
tal exposures to chromium compounds
should attend.

For further information contact: Indus-

trial Health Foundation, 34 Penn Circle
West, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. Telephone:
412/363-6600.

International Course on Videomicro-
scopy, Confocal Laser Scan Microscopy
and Flow Cytometry in Life Sciences
and Drug Research 5-8 May 1996.
Leiden, The Netherlands.

In every modem laboratory techniques that
use fluorescent compounds are introduced
to replace old expensive and insensitive
techniques like those with radioactive
probes. Especially new fluorescence
microscopy techniques are powerful tools to
elucidate in great detail biological problems.
This course will focus on the biological
applications of Video Microscopy (VM),
Confocal Laser Scan Microscopy (CLSM)
and Flow Cytometry (FC). These tech-
niques are of great importance for bio-
chemists, pharmacologists, cell biologists
etc. Biological application of these new tech-
niques has become a rapid growing branch
of science. Users are found in universities in
the chemical, pharmaceutical, and food
industry as well as in hospitals and regu-

latory institutions.
In this course experts on the application

of these instruments will give short introduc-
tions on the design, theoretical background
and applications of VM, CLSM, and FC. In
three half day sessions the possibilities of
these systems will be demonstrated.
The last day speakers from industry and

hospital research groups will show examples
of the applications in their fields.

TMe course is designed for people who
want to apprehend the latest state-of-the-art
of computer-assisted microscopy and who
want to learn about the (im)possibilities of
these systems and the possible benefits for
their own research.

For further information contact:
LACDR-Secretariat, c/o Mrs Fj Velthorst,
PO Box 9502, 2300 RA Leiden, The
Netherlands. Phone: 31 71 5274341; Fax:
31 71 5274277.

International Course on Drug Design in
Lead Optimization (chemometric and
modelling techniques in practice) 3-7
June 1996. Noordwijkerhout, The
Netherlands.

The course is organised for medicinal
chemists who are frequently confronted with
the results of QSAR studies and wish to
incorporate these results in the design of
new structures for the synthesis programme,
but lack an adequate introduction in the
field. This course also is very suitable for
QSAR scientists to extend particularly their
knowledge of practical aspects of QSAR.

During the course both the state of the art
of the so called classic QSAR and the com-

putational medicinal chemistry techniques
will be presented. The classic QSAR
includes a detailed discussion on biological
and physicochemical parameters, hydropho-
bic effects in QSAR, regression analysis,
principal component analysis and neural
networks. The computational medicinal
chemistry includes drug modelling, molecu-
lar conformations, and 3D QSAR.
3D data base search and QSAR in rela-

tion to combinatorial chemistry will be
emphasised, and case studies-for example,
on the application of neural networks-will
be presented.

For further information contact:

LACDR-Secretariat, c/o Mrs FJ Velthorst,
PO Box 9502, 2300 RA Leiden, The

Netherlands. Phone: 31 71 5274341; Fax:
31 71 5274277.

BOOK REVIEW
Book review editor: R L Maynard

If you wish to order, or require further infor-
mation regarding the titles reviewed here,
please write or telephone the BMJ
Bookshop, PO Box 295, London WX1H
9TE. Tel: 0171 383 6244. Fax: 0171 383
6662. Books are supplied post free in the
UK and for British Forces Posted Overseas
addresses. Overseas customers should add
15% for postage and packing. Payment can
be made by cheque in sterling drawn on a
UK bank, or by credit card (MasterCard,
VISA, or American Express) stating card
number, expiry date, and your full name.
(The price and availability are occasionally
subject to revision by the Publishers.)

Textbook of Respiratory Medicine, 2nd
edition. Edited by JOHN MURRAY, JAY
NADEL. (Pp 2739; price £211) 1995.
Philadelphia: WB Saunders. ISBN:
0-7216-38902.

This two volume textbook of respiratory
medicine is the successor to the first edition
which first appeared some seven years ago.
The number of authors has increased con-
siderably to over 150 although most (nearly
90%) of contributors are from the United
States. This clearly has an impact on style
and to a certain extent opinion. It would
seem that the editors have allowed their con-
tributors to express their own opinions with
no obvious attempt to produce conformity
of opinion through the book, which is wel-
come. However, it is somewhat frustrating
to find when one goes to the book to provide
a balanced view of treatment in certain dis-
ease areas that this is not really forthcoming.
The editors clearly made the decision to
keep therapeutics to a minimum, as to add a
substantial therapeutics section to this book
would certainly have resulted in the addition
of a third volume, and their decision is
understandable. For the young doctor in
training this is a splendid two volume set,
and for those who are further on, the book is
invaluable for advice on the rarities, as a
source for teaching, and also to challenge
preconceptions. As ever, of course, with a
work with many authors, there are many
areas where the rapid advances in respirato-
ry medicine have not been met because of
the inevitable time taken to get to press.
Textbooks on CD ROM with specific chap-
ter updates or even chapter section updates
have to be the way forward, and that I am
sure will make compilations such as these
more valuable.
The book compares well with competitors

providing that one gets in tune with the very
American approach. It will be useful for can-
didates going for further exams but is not
one for them to purchase personally, unless
their bank balance can take it!

All medical libraries should have it on
their shelves and many may wish to indulge
in these two volumes personally.

JON AYRES
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