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Are occupational health services needed
today?-Dr Ewen MacDonald, Faculty of
Occupational Medicine, University of
Glasgow.
New epidemics in occupational health-
Simon Pickvance, Sheffield Occupational
Health Project.
Occupational disease and injury and state
compensation-Dr Alistair Brooks, Benefits
Agency Medical Services.
UK Health and safety surveillance sys-
tems-Nigel Bryson, Director of Health
and Safety, GMB.
Promoting healthy lifestyles-Jane Huntley,
Lead Project manager, Health at Work in
the NHS.
Sharing and promoting best practices-
S Young, The Wellness Forum.
Fit for work-Peter Brown MBE, Fitness
Consultant, British Gas plc.
Health at work in the NHS-The Health
Education Authority.
Occupational health services provided by
NHS trusts Santosh Mehta, Business
Manager-Nursing, Hillingdon Hospital
NHS Trust.
Occupational health and safety projects in
primary care-Jill Barlow, Liverpool
Occupational Health Project.

All Enquiries: Anne Faichney,
Conference Department, The Royal Society
of Health, RSH House, 38A St George's
Drive, London SW1V 4BH. Tel: 0171-630
0121. Fax: 0171-976 6847.

First European Forum of quality
improvement in health care, QEII
Conference Centre, London. 7, 8, and
9 March 1996

This first European Forum will allow the
exchange of ideas on quality improvement
in health care and provide education. The
forum will consist of plenary lectures,
parallel seminars and workshops, and
discussions and short educational courses.
The themes of the first forum are.
* The fundamentals of continuous quality
improvement

* Achieving patient orientation
* Leadership and managing organizational
change

* Improved quality and reducing costs
* The importance of measurement
* Involving everybody in quality improve-
ment

* Professional education for quality
* The politics of quality.

For further information contact: Clare
Moloney. BMA Conference Unit, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London
WC1H 9.1P. Fax: 0171 383 6663;
Tel: 0171 383 6478.
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Occupational Health Decennial
Supplement. Edited by FRANCES DREVER.

(price C29). London: HMSO. ISBN 0-11-
691618-4.

For over 150 years, data on occupational
mortality have been published in the
Registrar Generals' decennial supplements.
These publications have proved to be a rich
source of information for occupational
health researchers and a starting point for
many hypotheses about work and health.
They have, however, been rather dry
documents with lots of tables, and more

recently, supplemented by the option of
acquiring computer disks for further data.
This is hardly the stuff of general interest to
the occupational health professional.
The latest publication is a different

matter altogether. Firstly, it is a joint effort
between the Office of Population, Census,
and Survey (OPCS) and the Health and
Safety Executive (HSE). Secondly, it now
includes many more data sources than just
mortality including the census, cancer regis-
trations, the labour force survey, general
household survey as well as, HSE and
Department of Social Security information
on occupational illness and sickness
absence. Thirdly, it is written up as chapters
on various topics with some prominence
given to the MRC Unit in Southampton
and, finally the whole has been extensively
reviewed by others before final publication.
The result is a highly readable whole with a

broad scope to cover diseases and occupa-
tions but in the context of the changing
structure of United Kingdom industry. This
is no longer a publication of interest to a

limited number of epidemiologists. This is
now a volume which no self respecting
occupational health professional can afford
not to have viewed.
The volume extends to nearly 400 pages

and is divided into 13 chapters. As well as

the "traditional" sections on male occupa-
tional mortality by disease and occupation,
an interesting chapter deals specifically with
female mortality. Cancer incidence is
similarly described and there are specific
chapters devoted to asbestos related
diseases, occupational injuries, the influence
of smoking and drinking on occupation,
occupational sickness absence, fertility, as

well as a final chapter bravely attempting to

seek international comparisons. This last

chapter shows clearly the inadequacies of
coverage in many other developed countries
in an area where Britain still seems to lead
the way.

It would be otiose in such a review to try
and list all the interesting-even fascinat-
ing-findings from such a comprehensive
account of the "Occupational Health of the
Nation" but a few might serve to whet the
prospective reader's appetite. Dramatic
shifts in the demographic, employment, and
occupational patterns have occurred in the
past 20 years with greater service and less
heavy industrial sectors. Part time work is
increasing with more women entering the
labour force. The effects of these changes
on the pattern of occupational mortality
and morbidity will inevitably follow and the
implications of this for occupational health
services will need to be closely watched.

For mortality, accidental injury, asbestos
and coal mine dust remain the most impor-
tant factors. For coal mining, the geographi-
cal pattern for excess risks of chronic
bronchitis and emphysema are remarkably
uniform, which is in contrast with the
patterns for pneumoconiosis. Previous
supplements had noted an excess of pul-
monary deaths among welders but this sup-
plement has found that this excess can be
narrowed to pneumococcal and unspecified
lobar pneumonia. Another new finding is
the excess of oesophageal cancer in farmers
in Hereford, Worcester, and Kent. Is this a
link with cider consumption and does this
correlate with similar excesses for this
tumour in the Calvados region of France?
Suicide rates are also high for farmers and a
similar excess is found in their wives.

For cancer incidence, new findings
include increased risks of bladder cancer in
plastic goods makers, prostate cancer in
dental technicians, and acute myeloid
leukaemia in biological scientists. For
asbestos related disease, the analysis had
found the recently well publicised rising
excess for mesothelioma with the greatest
risk apparently associated with the cohort
born in the early 1940s.

Another area of interest will be the chap-
ter on occupational mortality studies. It
may be a surprise to some, but OPCS have
facilitated over 130 hypothesis generating
and testing exercises in recent years in stud-
ies ranging from small groups such as 150
people at Liverpool University to thousands
of workers in the rubber industry or
engaged in occupations involved with ionis-
ing radiation.
The writing throughout is clear and suc-

cinct. Each chapter is a good informative
read whether or not you intend to engage in
epidemiological research yourself. Without
doubt, this volume is the most comprehen-
sive survey of work and health ever to be
published in the country. It is a pity that its
publication was not accompanied by greater
publicity as it contains much of general
interest to the public at large. The social
trends documents always receive good
media coverage yet this fascinating volume
has been largely overlooked by television,
radio, and the national newspapers. An
opportunity to show the general population
the importance of occupational health has
been missed.

Nevertheless, for the readers of the
Occupatwinal and Environmental Medicine,
this is one book that cannot afford to be
overlooked, and, at £29, we should all
seriously consider owning a copy.

J M HARRINGTON

623

 on M
ay 26, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://oem

.bm
j.com

/
O

ccup E
nviron M

ed: first published as 10.1136/oem
.52.9.623 on 1 S

eptem
ber 1995. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://oem.bmj.com/

