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Health protection and health promo-
tion in the workplace. To offer an oppor-
tunity of presenting achievements in this
field and also provide a forum for a broad
exchange of views and experience in occu-
pational health and safety, the scientific
programme includes the following topics:
occupational epidemiology; environmental
and biological monitoring; medical surveil-
lance; industrial toxicology; ergonomics;
mental health; neurobehavioural methods;
computers in occupational health; pneumo-

,coniosis; occupational lung diseases; occu-
pational cancers; industrial poisoning;
pesticide poisoning; occupational skin dis-
eases; physical hazards; musculoskeletal dis-
eases; work-related diseases; agriculture;
mining industries; chemical hazards and
control; small scale industries; occupational
health service; prevention of occupational
injuries; prevention of occupational dis-
eases; health promotion; education and
training; occupational safety; women
workers; other topics of occuational medi-
cine and related sciences.
The official language of the conference is

English.
For further information, please contact:

Conference Secretariat, The 14th Asian
Conference on Occupational Health, c/o
Institute of Occupational Medicine,
Chinese Academy of Preventive Medicine,
29 Nan Wei Road, Beijing 100050, PR
China. Tel (86 l)-301-4323 or (86 1) 301-
5751. Fax (86 1)-301-4323. Cable 8761.

E-mail ZOUCQ%BEPC2@SLACVX.
BITNET.

Workshop: health protection ofworkers
exposed to pesticides. 16 October 1994,
Beijing, China

The organizing committee of the 14th Asian
Conference on Occupational Health is
pleased to announce the Workshop "Health
protection of workers exposed to pesti-
cides", which is jointly organised with the
Scientific Committee on Pesticides of the
International Commission on Occupational
Health and the International Centre for
Pesticide Safety, a World Health
Organisation Collaborating Institute estab-
lished in Milano, Italy.
The workshop is part of the programme

of the 14th Asian Conference on
Occupational Health and is directed at
occupational health professionals who deal
with workers exposed to pesticides.
The provisional programme of the work-

shop includes:
* A plenary lecture on health surveillance

of workers exposed to pesticides.
* A session on recent advances in toxi-

cology of pesticides with keynote
addresses and oral presentations and
posters contributed by the participants.

* A session on management of health risk
from pesticides in workers with keynote

addresses on the following themes:
assessment of exposure; biological moni-
toring; personal protection measures and
hygiene; training and education of users.
Oral presentations and posters will be
contributed by the participants.
For further information on the workshop,

please contact: Conference Secretariat,
Professor Changqi Zou, Institute of
Occupational Medicine, Chinese Academy
of Preventive Medicine, 29 Nan Wei Road,
Beijing 100050, PR China. Tel (+86 1)
301-4323 (86 1) 301-5751. Fax (+86 1)
301-4323. Cable 8761; or Professor Marco
Maroni, Director ICPS-International
Centre for Pesticide Safety, Via Magenta
25, 20020 Busto Garolfo (Milano), Italy.
Tel (+39 331) 568091. Fax (+39 331)
568023.

NRPB training courses in laser safety

Training in laser safety has become increas-
ingly important as more and more people
come into contact with lasers in the course
of their work.
The National Radiological Protection

Board and Loughborough University of
Technology have combined their respective
experience in radiological protection and
laser safety research and arranged six train-
ing courses on laser safety during 1994. The
courses will be held at the Burleigh Court
Conference Centre at Loughborough
University.
The range of courses on offer reflects the

varying training requirements of people
whose work brings them into contact with
lasers. The five-day course for laser safety
officers is aimed at those responsible for
laser safety in industry and in research,
including laser manufacturers and suppliers.
This course balances the theoretical aspects
of laser safety with practical measurement
and risk assessment exercises. The two-day
course for users of lasers covers a wide
range of applications including those
involved with servicing, testing and mainte-
nance of lasers; it includes hazard assess-
ment and limitation. The one-day course is
designed for those whose work may bring
them into occasional contact with lasers or
who need an overview of laser safety, such
as company safety officers, general man-
agers and trades union safety representa-
tives. This course assumes no previous
knowledge of laser technology, and provides
a basic understanding of lasers, their opera-
tion and applications, together with the
associated safety issues.

Further information on these courses is
available from: John O'Hagan, National
Radiological Protection Board, Chilton,
Didcot, Oxon OX 1I ORQ. Telephone 0235
831600 Ext 2451; Fax 0235 833891; Telex
837124 RADPRO G, or Jackie Baseley
(Loughborough University of Technology)
Telephone 0509 223232.

BOOK REVIEW

Principles and Practice of Environ-
mental Medicine. Edited by A B Tarcher.
(Pp 632; price US$85). 1994. New York
and London: Plenum Medical Book
Company. ISBN 0-306-42893-8.

Although the effects of the environment on
health have long been recognised, interest
has been growing rapidly during the past 10
or so years. Concern about "the environ-
ment" has acquired overtones of political
correctness and, although assertions that
pollution of the environment is severely
damaging health are often poorly founded,
the desire to return to an unpolluted world
is felt by many. This book is therefore a
welcome addition to reasoned discussion of
one of the pressing problems of today.
Dr Tarcher's book is aimed at the trainee

in environmental medicine-there should
be more such people-and would make a
good choice as the set book for a masters
course in environmental medicine or
environmental toxicology. It will also be of
value to the established worker who needs a
source of reference in areas with which he is
not in daily contact. Much information is
provided on basic concepts and the tutorial
nature of the book inevitably leads to some
repetition. This can be annoying: the lung
is dealt with in three separate, non-
consecutive, chapters. The sum of the sec-
tions dealing with the lung is, however,
admirable: as would be expected when con-
tributions by authors of the standing of J D
Spengler are included.
The chapters that the editor has con-

tributed to or written are among the best in
the book. Sadly, I suspect that older work-
ers will not read them: they will miss a lot.
The clear descriptions of methods of epi-
demiological study, the need for appropriate
monitoring of pollutants, and the considera-
tion of causes of enhanced susceptibility to
the effects of environmental hazards are all
informative. The lengthy appendices, par-
ticularly that providing information on
where to look for further advice, are a valu-
able innovation.
What then is wrong with this book? Not

much as far as I can see. The coverage is
good, the separation of principle and prac-
tice is clear, the referencing is as up to date
as one can reasonably expect from such a
large work, and the proof reading has been
unusually precise.
In conclusion, if you are looking for an up

to date account of environmental medicine
for use by your students and yourself at a
reasonable price, buy this book.

R L MAYNARD
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