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Editor's Choice

The care of the lead worker
by Ronald E Lane

(British Journal of Industrial Medicine 1949;6:125-43)

Ronald Lane is a considerable figure in the history
of occupational medicine in this country both as
editor of the Journal and as the founder of the
department of occupational health at the University
of Manchester which, like many others, has experi-
enced a reversal in its fortunes in more recent years.

Lane is remembered especially for his work on

lead poisoning and The care of the lead worker, his
Milroy Lecture for 1947, summarised virtually all
that was then known about occupational lead poi-
soning. When Lane published his paper lead
poisoning was comparatively uncommon, although
several cases were still being notified annually.
Nevertheless, Lane was right to say that the history
of industrial lead poisoning provides an excellent
example of preventive medicine and the control of
lead poisoning at work has continued to improve to
the present when it is scarcely likely that any practi-
tioner will see a case of occupational origin in this

country except under the most unusual circum-
stances.
The paper is somewhat dated in its reliance on

punctate basophilia as a means of controlling expo-

sure and Lane's judgment that "lead in blood esti-
mations are not regarded as suitable for use in
industry" has not been bome out with the passage
of time. Reading this paper one also has a glimpse
into a distant, more gracious age of medical prac-
tice when he discusses the demonstration of the
blue line on the gums. " ... the comer of a visiting
card slipped between the gum and the tooth will
assist ... in some cases" is advice that will probably
be incomprehensible to modem occupational
physicians who are much more likely to carry a

company Barclay card than a visiting card.
No one could fail to agree with Lane's statement

that "there is one way to prevent lead poisoning
and one way only, and that is to make the process
safe, and experience has shown that this can be
done in the most unpromising trades."

As part of the 50th birthday celebration, we are arranging to reprint 12 papers, the editor's
choice, which have appeared in previous issues of the Journal. They have been chosen
partly to illustrate the range and scope of the J7ournal over the years and partly because
they are or were important in their day. More significantly, they have been chosen because
they exemplify some of the best in scientific writing and can all be read with great pleasure
and all who wish to communicate their observations, their ideas, or their enthusiasms
would do well to study them and learn from them.
We will publish one paper each month through the year and they will appear in the

order in which they were originally published.

193

 on M
ay 26, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://oem

.bm
j.com

/
B

r J Ind M
ed: first published as 10.1136/oem

.50.3.193 on 1 M
arch 1993. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://oem.bmj.com/

