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1947. In another two factories, remote from the
first and from each other, data of septic hands only
were obtained for the year April,. 1946, to March,
1947. In this year the average population of the

4Abree facts combined was over 8,000.
During the period of four years studied in the one

factory the incidence of both boils and septic hands
increased greatly. For boils the incidence in the
final year was double that in the first year. The
increase was more marked in women than in men.

There is no evidence that in this epidemic of
1946-47 the septic hands were related -to demobiliza-
tion, nor that-they were associated with tonsillitis or
scabies. In about 25 per cent. of a random group
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of cases of septic hand there seems to have been a
persistent carrier-state, as indicated by recurrent
lesions.

Evidence is presented of a seasonal incidence
pattern common to different years,, different areas,
and both types of sepsis. The peak inciden&e is in
the fourth quarter (October or November), and the
minimum in the first quarter of the year.
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BOOK REVIEWS
"PROCEEDINGS OF A CONFERENCE ON

INDUSTRIAL OPHTHALMOLOGY"

(Sponsored by Columbia University College ofPhysicians
and Surgeons in co-operation with the National Society
for the Prevention of Blindness. Published by the
Columbia University Press, New York. No price given.)
The conference was held in New York in May, 1945.

The medical schools of the United States sent their
representatives: ophthalmologists and others who were
interested in the undergraduate and postgraduate
teaching of industrial medicine. A large number of
industrial establishments were represented by their
medical officers, safety officers, and illuminating
engineers. Several U.S.A. government departments were
represented: the Industrial Hygiene Division, the Office
of Vocational Rehabilitation, the Army Services, etc.
The Proceeding& are published by the Columbia

University Press, New York, and give a full account of
the papers read at the Conference and of the discussions
which followed each paper. Each paper is a valuable
contribution by experts. Good lighting in industry is
discussed at length in three papers: one deals with the
principles of illumination which all ophthalmologists
and industrial medical officers should know; the other
two were read by illuminating engineers and are well
illustrated. Two papers deal with job analysis, the
determining of visual skills for best job performance, and

the prescribing of spectacles for special work distances.
Dr. Hedwig Kuhn gives very practical advice on the

prescribing of bifocal lenses and occupational spectacles
in different trades. A paper on visual screening
methods by Dr. C. Berens and Dr. Lo Presti deals with
different types of instruments which are used in industry
to examine quickly the vision of workers. The most
popular instrument is the Ortho-Rater. The other
instruments used in industry for the examination of
vision, visual acuity, muscle balance, binocular vision,
colour vision, etc., are also discussed. The authors have
come to the conclusion that at present there is no ideal
visual screening apparatus available. The Snellen's test
type, Maddox rod and Maddox Wing, and other orthodox
methods are still recommended as the most reliable for
use in industry. Two papers deal with colour vision in
industry and the use of different colours in the factory.
The toxic effects of industrial poisons on the eye are
discussed by Dr. F. Kutscher. Other papers deal with
eye injuries in welding operations; first aid in chemical
eye injuries; the practical application of protective
devices; the vision necessary in engineering, etc.
The discussion gave the participants an opportunity

to clear up many moot points. It is only through such
meetings of ophthalmologists, industrial medical officers,
safety officers, illuminating engineers, and others
interested in industrial medicine that our knowledge can
be enlarged. It is to be hoped that in the future such
conferences will be held in this country. J. M.
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