
PROCEEDINGS-OF THE ASSOCIATION OF- INDUSTRIAL
MEDICAL OFFICERS

FORTY-NINTH MEETING
The Annual General (Forty-Ninth) Meeting of the

Association of Industrial Medical Officers was held at
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
in London on Oct. 31, and Nov. 1, 1947. The President
of the Association, Dr. A. J. Amor, was in the Chair.
Seventy-five members attended.

Private Business
The Meeting stood in silence as a tribute to the

memory of Dr. J. C. Bridge and Dr. N. Howard
Mummery, both past Chairmen of the Association.

Election ofHonorary Member
Professor F. A. E. Crew, F.R.S., Professor of Public

Health, University of Edinburgh, was unanimously
elected to Honorary Membership. The President said
that the election as Honorary Member of a man of such
academic pre-eminence as Professor Crew would be of
great benefit to the Association.

Election ofMembers
Thirteen Ordinary Members and nine Associate

Members were also elected.
Officers and Council, 1947-48

The following were elected to serve the Association
for the year: President: Dr. A. J. Amor; Hon.
Secretary: Dr. P. Pringle; Hon. Treasurer: Dr.
J. A. A. Mekelburg; Auditors: Messrs. Ogden,
Hibberd Bull, and Langton.
Members of Council were elected as follows:

Ordinary Members: Dr. H. F. Chard, Dr. M. L.
Dobbie-Bateman, Dr. W. Gunn, Dr. G. R. Har-
greaves, Dr. N. Marr, Dr. L. Norman, Dr. W. A. B.
Reynard, Dr. J. B. W. Rowe; Associate Members:
Dr. D. Norris; Dr. C. L. Potts; Dr. F. Wrigley.
The following were elected to represent the Groups

on the Council: Dr. F. H. C. Beards (Tees-side);
Dr. J. G. Billington (Birmingham); Dr. C. Cresdee
(Leeds); Dr. J. S. Spickett (South Wales and West of
England); Dr. G. Taylor (North Western); Dr. D. R.
Thompson (London); Dr. D. M. Watson (Scottish);
Dr. J. Magill Young (Nottingham).
In accordance with the Constitution, the following

past-Chairmen are ex-officio Members of the Council:
Professor R. E. Lane, Dr. M. W. Goldblatt, and Dr. W.
Blood.

President of the Association
The Hon. Secretary, in moving a vote of thanks to the

retiring Chairman, Dr. W. Blood, said that Dr. Blood
had shown particular wisdom in guiding the Association
through a difficult period. When Dr. Blood took office
some doubt had been felt as to whether, with the
reorganization of Industry for peace, the Association
would continue to grow, but the experience of post-war
years had removed any doubt, and the Association was
in a stronger position than ever before.

The incoming President, Dr. A. J. Amor, addressed
the Meeting and said that, although there were grave
problems ahead, he was confident that the virility of the
Association would be maintained and that all difficulties
would be overcome by team work.

Honorary Treasurer's Report
Dr. Patricia Shaw, retiring Hon. Treasurer, said that

the financial position of the Association was sound. A
proposal was carried unanimously that the sum of
twenty-five guineas be given to the prize fund of the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine as a
mark of appreciation of the Association for the hospi-
tality which the School continued to show. It was
agreed that an up-to-date list of Ordinary and Associate
Members should be published. A special book con-
taining the names of members and presented to the
Association by the Hon. Secretary was laid before the
Meeting. Dr. W. Blood said that he would like to
express his appreciation of the services which Dr. Shaw
had rendered to the Association during her term of
office. The Meeting endorsed this view with acclama-
tion.

Foreign Relations Committee
Dr. D. C. Norris, Chairman, gave a report on the

work of the Foreign Relations Committee during the
preceding year. The Committee had continued to
compile particulars of industrial medical officers and
organizations in other countries and members had
extended hospitality to several foreign colleagues
visiting this country, assisting them with introductions
to accident hospitals, clinics, and other places of pro-
fessional interest in Great Britain.
The main activity of the Committee during the past;

year had been in connexion with the planning of the
proposed Ninth International Congress on Industrial
Medicine, to be held in London in September, 1948.
The Committee was ready to assist members of the

Association who may contemplate visits abroad, by
giving information and introductions which may pro-
mote a better understanding of problems of industrial
health in other countries.

Formation ofSouth Wales and West ofEngland Group
Dr. Spickett, Chairman of this=Group, announced

that during the summer the Group had been formed and
was now a going concern, with centres in Cardiff, Bristol,
and Swansea. The Meeting resolved to send their good
wishes to the new Group and thanked Dr. Spickett for
his report.

Nursing Committee
Dr. Billington, in the absence of Dr. Marr, Chairman

of this Committee, reported on the activities of the
Committee. During the year, the Board of Studies to
the Royal College of Nursing had been formed and the
Association had direct representation on the Board.
The future of Industrial Nursing Education had now

105

 on M
ay 26, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://oem

.bm
j.com

/
B

r J Ind M
ed: first published as 10.1136/oem

.5.2.105 on 1 A
pril 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://oem.bmj.com/


BRITISH JOURNAL OF INDUSTRIAL MEDICINE

been placed upon a firm foundation, and there was a
close link with the Ministry of Labour, who would give
grants to suitable Candidates taking full-time courses.
A number of Members urged the continued provision
of part-time courses of training for industrial nurses.

Scheduling of Diseases as Industrial Diseases
The Hon. Secretary announced that an ad hoc

Committee, with the British Medical Association and
the Association of Certifying Factory Surgeons had
prepared evidence to be given to the Inter-Departmental
Committee which was now considering the principles
to be applied in scheduling diseases as industrial diseases
for the purpose of compensation under the National
Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act, 1946.

TEES-SIDE GROUP_
The 1947-48 session of the Tees-side Group opened on

Oct. 8, 1947, with a meeting at the Metropole Hotel,
Stockton-on-Tees, when office-bearers were elected and
the programme for the session discussed. Dr. R. W.
Murphy, O.B.E., was re-elected Chairman, and Dr.
J. B. Adamson was elected Secretary in place of Dr.
W. McC. Crawford, who intimated that he was unable
to continue as Secretary. Dr. Crawford was accorded
a very hearty vote of thanks for the excellent manner
in which he had performed his secretarial duties, one
welcome-feature of which had been the careful notes
of talks and discussions which he had distributed each
month to members.
The second meeting was held on Nov. 19, 1947, at

Stockton-on-Tees when a paper on " Miners' Nystagmus:
Medical and Social Aspects " was read by Dr. E. G.
Saint, Assistant in the Nuffield Department of Industrial
Health, King's College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and Miss
I. F. Beck, social worker in the same department. Dr.
Saint reviewed the history of the disease, described the
clinical appearances, environmental factors, and the
effects of the disease, and outlined measures which
might be taken to lower the incidence. Miss Beck
dealt with the social aspect, early history, working
history, and domestic background. Thirteen members
were present at this meeting and all took part in the
discussion which followed the talk.
The third meeting was held on Dec. 10, 1947, at the

Main Offices of Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries
Ltd., at Billingham-on-Tees. The speakers on this
occasion were Dr. W. Gillies Annan and Dr. J. B.
Adamson, who read a joint paper on " Epidermophy-
tosis," which described an experiment carried out to
find a suitable method of controlling this disease amongst
users of a communal bathing establishment. Twelve
members were present and a long and interesting
discussion followed the talk.

LONDON GROUP
At a meeting of the London Group held at the London

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on Oct. 22,
1947, the subject for discussion was " The Co-operation
of the Industrial Medical Officer and the Disablement
Resettlement Officer." Mr. Carter, from the Ministry
of Labour and National Service, said that the decision to
admit an applicant to the Disabled Persons Register
rested with the Disablement Resettlement Officer and was
largely based on Medical Reports. Such simplified
forms as D.P.1., and D.P.lx, had greatly facilitated their
task of assessing individual potentialities. Emphasis
was laid on ability rather than disability, when placing
a'person, and success depended on the collaboration of

the employer, foreman, and fellow-workers. The
Disablement Resettlement Officers felt that informal
talks and closer co-operation in the factory with
Industrial Medical Officers were needed. It was hoped
shortly to form a committee to include representatives
of both groups. An interesting discussion then ensued,
and the Chairman, Dr. S. W. Fisher, in thanking Mr.
Carter, expressed a hope that in future there would be a
closer co-operation between Industrial Medical Officers
and Disablement Resettlement Officers.
On Wednesday, Nov. 26, 1947, a dinner was held at

Pimms Restaurant, Poultry, London, E.C.2., following
which a talk was given by Lt-Col. T. Woods, O.B.E.,
entitled " The Health Services of the East-African
Groundnut Project."

Dr. Woods said that the project aimed not only at the
production of groundnuts but simultaneously at raising
the standard of living of the Africans and at developing
a new form of society for them. The project is based on
the formation of some hundred units or villages, each
with a population, of about 1,250, the great majority
Africans. The men of each unit would be employed in
the cultivation of groundnuts by mechanical methods in
an area covering 30,000 acres. Each unit or village was
to have a small health centre staffed by Africans. The
preventive medicine measures in each area or group of
units were to be in charge of a medical officer of health,
assisted by three sanitary inspectors and three health
visitors ; the latter would be concemed with the super-
vision of the village health centres. Each area would
have a hospital ; these would vary in their staff, equip-
ment, and capabilities, some being dependent on others
for surgical and dental services. Later it was intended
that one hospital would provide a fairly wide range of
specialist service for the project as a whole. A medical
training school for African medical auxiliaries was being
formed, and it was hoped that it would be possible to
induce women to train as nurses. Medical stores and
equipment were supplied mainly from England, and an
ambulance service was being provided by which patients
could be referred from the village health centres to the
hospitals.

Dr. Woods said that although it was important that a
high standard of professional qualifications and
experience was required, it was equally important that
the staff consisted of people of the right personality, who
could cheerfully face up to the difficulties and frustrations
of the early days of development. There would be work
of considerable professional interest, and all concemed
had a unique opportunity to take part in this great
venture in social and industrial medicine.
A most interesting discussion followed in which many

members took part.

NORTH-WESTERN GROUP
A meeting of the North-Western Group was held on

Wednesday, Oct. 8, 1947, at the Pilkington-Sullivan
Works, Widnes, through the courtesy of Imperial
Chemical Industries Limited, General Chemical Division,
and Dr. A. Thelwall Jones.
Dr. H. S. Pemberton, Senior Physician, Royal

Liverpool United Hospital, read a paper on trichlor-
ethylene; Dr. John Fox, Medical Registrar, Davis
Lewis North Hospital, on the diabetic in industry ; and
Dr. Lloyd Potter, Medical Officer, Imperial Chemical
Industries Ltd. (General Chemical Division), on burns.
Dr. K. P. Whitehead, Medical Officer, Imperial Chemical
Industries Ltd. (General Chemical Division),- gave a
demonstration of skin cases.
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