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e to a level and Origins of Human Cancer is a sum-
romosome mary of this meeting. These proc-edings,
reasonable covering some 1960 pages, are divided into

three parts.
ogens ... Volume A starts with a fine introduction
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n diseases' of metals. This is followed by sections on

industrial and agricultural chemicals,
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I in humans, Volume B examines in detail the
lerately high mechanisms of carcinogenesis, and par-
tos; Brogger ticularly the role of carcinogens acting

as mutagens which may require metabolic
valuable to activation before they can exert their
cytogenetic effects. The viral theory for the origin
mandatory of human cancers is not as popular as it
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inducting of attributable to the ascendency of chemical
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Type-C viruses in humans, and the ques-

JOHN ASHBY tioning of the concept of immuno-
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icer: Cold process of promotion as an oncogenic
s on Cell phenomenon and the need for further
ed by H. H. research into embryogenesis.
A. Winsten. Volume C deals with cancer prevention,
C, pp. 586; the difficulties of carcinogenesis testing
d handling). and some possible dietary carcinogens.
ratory, PO It concludes with public policy panels
-, New York focussed on three case studies ofsubstances

that have been banned, partly or wholly,

in the United States (diethylstilboestrol,
cyclamates, and dieldrin) in which the
difficult choices to be met are discussed
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Origins of Human Cancer is the most
complete account ofhuman carcinogenesis
to be published and must find a place in all
cancer research laboratories. Large sec-
tions will be of interest to clinical oncolo-
gists, epidemiologists and specialists in
industrial health, and at a cost of only 45
dollars for the set of three volumes, it is a
real bargain.

R. G. B. EVANS

Occupational Diseases: a Syllabus of
Signs and Symptoms. By E. R. Plunkett.
(Pp. 350; $22-95 + handling). Barrett
Book Company: Stamford, Connecticut.
1977.

How do you write a book about occu-
pational health? This question has
exercised the minds of a number of people
over the years and different approaches
have been adopted by different authors.
In essence two ways are most commonly
used: the subject can be viewed as a
description of the clinical syndromes
associated with particular hazards (Donald
Hunter's book fits this mould); or the
author can concentrate on the practice of
occupational health (Richard Schilling's
book is of this genre).
A third way would be to look at

occupational diseases as organ dysfunction
and to write a book in the manner of
standard clinical texts, reviewing occu-
pational causes for respiratory disease,
neurological disorders, etc. Some recent
attempts to combine these different
perspectives have led to bulky indiges-
tible tomes which satisfy no-one, par-
ticularly the clinician interested in the
differential diagnoses of occupationally
related disorders.
An attempt has now been made to

answer the clinicians' request. Occu-
pational Diseases: a Syllabus of Signs
and Symptoms is divided into three
sections. The first lists the occupational
causes of symptoms and signs from
Abdominal Pain to Wrist Pain. Some
entries, like Corneal Staining, catalogue
only six causes, while Liver Damage boasts
over one hundred. The second section is
restricted to toxic causes of occupational
illness and is another alphabetical review
of substances from Abrin to Zirconium.
The final section lists the common names
for occupational diseases and their
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