
Notes and miscellanea

A small increase in the yield of SCEs was found at
both of the concentrations which permitted meta-
phase production (p < 0-05 for the concentration
of 0-270 ,ug/ml and P < 0001 at 2-70 ,tg/ml).
No stable aberrations (fragments, rings or dicentrics)
were observed in any of the lymphocyte cultures
examined.
The values given in Tables 1 and 2 may be

compared with data from Perry and Evans (1975)
for SCE induction by various known mutagens,
many of which produce large numbers of exchanges.
Quinacrine mustard, for example, gave an SCE
value of 121 1 per cell at a concentration of 10-6M.
The present data therefore suggest that the limited
ability to induce gross structural abnormalities
in chromosomes is probably not a major hazard of
DTPA or of its lipophilic derivative. However,
the absence of mitotic figures at higher concen-
trations of both materials suggests some further
toxic effect, possibly associated with the removal
of metal ions from the culture medium or even from
the cell membranes.

DTPA and its lipophilic derivative were kindly
provided by Dr Robert Bulman.
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Erratum
A mortality study of coke oven workers in two South Wales integrated
steelworks
G. M. DAVIES

It is regretted that there was an error in this paper
(British Journal of Industrial Medicine (1977) 34,
291-297) which affected the estimate of the total
man-years of survival. The study was based on 610
men, all of whom were employed in 1954 and 100%
of whom were traced to death or survival in June,
1965. The age-specific man-years were calculated
from a double decrement table in single years of
age for each calendar year and deaths were assumed
to occur at the mid-year. This allowed 5-year age
groups to be obtained and the 'expected' deaths were
calculated from the national age-specific rates.
Unfortunately in this calculation the first and
last years were considered as full years whereas,
in fact, the deaths were registered for only half of
these two years. This resulted in an incorrect
estimate of 6837 man-years which was 9% above

the true total of 6261 5 man-years. The numbers of
'expected' deaths are reduced almost proportionally
causing a related increase in the SMRs. The re-
calculated SMRs are:- Works A, 107%; Works B,
78%; Works A + B, 92%; as compared with the
published SMRs for Works A, 98%; Works B,
73%Y; Works A + B, 85%Y.
The general findings of this paper, however,

are not affected; in particular, in the population
studied, the observed and expected deaths were not
very different for respiratory disease (14 observed,
12-6 expected), cancer of the lung (8 observed,
8 94 expected) and cancer of the bladder and kidney
(3 observed, 109 expected). The marked deficiency
of cardiovascular disease is still apparent (29
observed, 41 36 expected).
A corrected paper can be obtained from the

author, British Steel Corporation, Welsh Laboratory
and Strip Mills Products, Port Talbot, W. Glam.
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