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There is no reference to radiation of fre-
quency above 300 GHz, although ionis-
ing radiations, for example, have a signifi-
cant effect on human tissue. The author's
limited perspective is illustrated by his
statement 'electromagnetism is invisible',
and makes the book of doubtful value to
nuclear scientists!
The author's claim to present a 'dis-

passionate and objective view of the sub-
ject' is not endorsed by the style in which
the book is written. Personal anecdotes
('I can personally attest to its (dia-
thermy's) effectiveness') are used freely,
and a rather colourful style ('would you
believe. . .') gives the impression occasion-
ally not so much of a scientific text as of a
popular magazine. There are several ex-
amples of rather loose writing such as, in
a reference to the Bordeaux machine, the
phrase '. . . human treatment of cancer'
which should presumably be '. . treat-
ment of human cancer'.
The chapter on 'Regulatory Defini-

tions' contains a number of minor mis-
prints and the misleading statement that
the most hazardous band of frequencies is
from 50 to 60 Hz. Elsewhere, electrical
field, field strength, field intensity and
electrical charge potential are used
synonymously.

This book may be recommended as a
readable introduction to the effects of
electromagnetic fields on man, to those
who want a general acquaintance with
this subject. Otherwise, it leaves much to
be desired.
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Handbook of Industrial Toxicology.
Edited by E. R. Plunkett. (Pp. 536;
£17-50). Heyden & Son Limited: London.
1976.

In the preface to his book, the author
states that 'this is still a handbook in-
tended as a quick reference guide', and it
is exactly what he states. The print is
large and the information given is concise,
clear, easily understandable and up to
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