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Book review

Poisoning by drugs and chemicals, plants and animals,
3rd edition. By Peter Cooper. (Pp. 218; £2-85).
London: Lloyd-Luke. 1974.

Few doctors can be familiar with the toxicology of more
than a handful of the many medicinal, industrial, and
household chemricals currently available. This book aims
to provide information, including treatment, on poisoning
of all kinds, and the contents are arranged alphabetically
for easy reference. It is designed to be a ready aid in
casualty stations, accident and emergency departments,
clinics, and surgeries. Such a book would be valuable in
these situations, but I fear that this is not the one. Hard
as it may seem, a text like this must be free of error
because it will be used under circumstances where
literature searching and academic reflection are impos-
sible. The errors in this work, although not frequent, are
still too numerous for it to be used with confidence. For
example, it recommends treating sulphonylurea poisoning
with calcium gluconate and vitamin B, with no mention
of glucose or glucagon. Another extraordinary statement
concerns the treatment of isoprenaline (a P-adrenoceptor
antagonist) poisoning by means of an a-adrenoceptor
antagonist.

It is therefore regrettable that despite the good inten-
tions of the author in writing this book, I am unable to
recommend it.

M. D. RAWLINS

Notices
The British Occupational Hygiene Society

BOHS Annual Conference will be held at Imperial
College of Science and Technology, London from 5-8
April 1976.

Further information may be obtained from: Mr D.
Doran, British Airways Medical Service, Heathrow
Airport, Hounslow, Middlesex TW6 2JA (Telephone
01-759 5511).

International Symposium on Occupational Dermatology

The International Symposium on Occupational Derma-
tology will take place at the Free University of Amsterdam
on 29 May 1976, under the auspices of the Dutch Society
of Dermatologists.

Further information may be obtained from: Professor
Dr K. E. Malten, Section Occup. Derm., Dermatology
Department of the Catholic University, Javastraat 104,
Nijmegen, The Netherlands.

American Academy of Clinical Toxicology

The annual combined meeting of the American Academy
of Clinical Toxicology, the American Association of
Poison Control Centers, and the Canadian Academy of
Clinical Toxicology will be held at the Olympia Hotel in
Seattle, Washington, from 4-6 August 1976. Abstracts in
the field of toxicology (clinical, industrial, or environ-
mental) must be received by 1 April 1976. Further
information may beobtained from: Dr Barry H. Rumack,
General Chairman, Rocky Mountain Poison Center,
W.8th & Cherokee Street, Denver, Colorado 80204.

Third International Advanced Course in Epidemiologic
Methods

The Institute of Occupational Health, Helsinki, Finland
is arranging a course in epidemiological methods to be
held from 16-27 August 1976.
The course will be open to research workers from any

country but a maximum of30 participants will be accepted;
emphasis will be on occupational health. Participants are
to be encouraged to take with them problems that can be
discussed during the course. The language will be English.

Further information may be obtained from: Dr Sakari
Tola, Bureau Chief, Department of Epidemiology and
Biometry, Institute of Occupational Health, Haart-
maninkatu 1, SF-00290, Helsinki 29, Finland.

Medichem

The IV International Conference of Occupational
Health in the Chemical Industry will be held at Haifa,
Israel from 7-10 September 1976.

Further information may be obtained from: Organizing
Committee, P.O. Box 1018, Haifa, Israel.
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