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continues to venture into more hostile environments. The
survey of noise exposure conducted among Iranian oil
workers in 1972 shows clearly that the problem of noise
in the oil industry has acquired new dimensions especially
with the emergence of modern refineries. Thus the need
for comprehensive hearing programmes becomes more
evident. Of interest also is a paper dealing with the serious
and growing problem of alcoholism in industry in the
USA, which costs the nation about 15 billion dollars a
year in a 'colossal hangover'. The important conclusion is
that alcoholism is a disease which is treatable but is fatal
if not treated.
The two papers in the fourth group discuss general sub-

jects. One reports a high prevalence of adult lactose
intolerance in non-Caucasians. The second paper, reviews
post-transfusionhepatitis in the USA and recommends the
use of the test for hepatitis B antigen to screen potentially
infectious blood. This is a subject of interest especially with
the increase in the use of blood transfusions.

This volume impinges on many facets of health in the
tropics and elsewhere. Thus it could be of value to readers
with different interests whether these be industrial
medicine, industrial hygiene, tropical medicine, preven-
tive medicine, or epidemiology. Finally, the critical
discussion at the end of each session is quite illuminating
and brings the papers into perspective.

M. KHOGALI

National Coal Board Medical Service Annual
Report 1972-73. (Pp. 25; £1-00).

This year's Annual Report has a pleasing familiarity and
is once again attractively produced and written. Only
once is the word 'anticipate' used where 'expect' is meant
and only once is 'most' used where 'very' is appropriate.
The burden of routine examination of young persons is
lamented once again and it is a pleasure to find that
dermatitis seems at last to be dying out while nystagmus
has been eradicated. The satisfactory reduction of cases
of beat disease and tenosynovitis was mentioned last
year. Those of us who work in mining areas have long
been aware that elderly miners tend to be deaf. This prob-
lem is now beginning to receive attention.
The major part of the Report is devoted to pneumo-

coniosis and the authors look forward with some impa-
tience to the day when the new standard for dust concen-
tration (the mass of respirable dust) introduced in 1970,
will begin to influence its prevalence. Drivages in stone
are now the only working places showing substantial
excesses of dust (present in nearly 40% of such drivages).

Prevalence of pneumoconiosis varies from 2-7% in the
South Midlands to 25-5% in West Wales and had been
falling since surveys started in 1959. In 1972, however,
there was, for the first time, a slight increase in prevalence
compared with 1967, mainly among men over the age of
55. The Report states that ageing of the population is
'highly unlikely' to account for this change although
prevalence and age have been closely related in every
survey. This statement seems to be based on calcula-
tion of the average age of employed miners, which is
not really a true indication of the number of elderly men
in an industry undergoing drastic changes.

The Progression Index is referred to but not defined in
the report. It is the total number of steps cf radio-
logical progression observed in a comparison of
radiographs of men who were face workers at the time
of the first radiograph, determined by two independent
radiologists whose opinions are summated, and expressed
as a number per 100 men examined. The Progression
Index for 50 different collieries is calculated and illu-
strated in a figure which compares 1967 with 1972.
Considerable concern is expressed because thiscomparison
demonstrates an increasing Progression Index in many
collieries. However, a more profound examination of
the published figures of both Progression Indices and
prevalence rates at specified collieries suggests that much
of the increase in both could be due to transfer of elderly
workers from pits which have been closed, and that the
author's concern is probably not justified. In the opinion
of this reviewer the conquest of pneumoconiosis in the
collieries is not so far off as this report seems to suggest.

G. L. LEATHART

National Radiological Protection Board. The work of
the NRPB 1970/73. (E1l 00). HMSO. 1974.

The NRPB was established in 1970 to undertake research
and to provide information, advice, and technical ser-
vices related to the protection of mankind from radiation
hazards. This report gives a broad account of the Board's
first three years. There are 251 paragraphs, all numbered
in case you need to quote chapter and verse, although
fortunately the text does not read like an Act of Parlia-
ment!
The list of 115 publications by members of the Board's

staff gives an impressive summary of their activities,
chiefly in public and occupational health, backed by
research in radiation physics and biology. Specific topics
of interest include accidents involving workers in nuclear
energy establishments and estimations of the radiation
hazards from the use of gypsum as a building material,
travel in Concorde, and TV sets. One is pleased to learn
that fall-out from nuclear deposition of caesium-137 and
strontium-90 at least shows no increase since 1966.
The Board's routine services in 1973 included 800

surveys of premises and 500 000 personal film badge
measurements. Of the latter 90 indicated doses exceeding
the quarterly maximum permissible dosage of 3 rems; it
appears that industrial radiography is the chief culprit.
Apparently the film badge is to be replaced by a thermo-
lunminesce,nt dosemeter and it will be very interesting to
see how well the highly centralized and automated system
works in practice.

One's personal reaction to this report is to wish that all
our environmental hazards were tackled as objectively and
systematically. However, one looks in vain for any
attempt to tackle the problem of a really serious accident
at a nuclear power station or weapons establishment. We
have learnt to quantify radiation hazards. Surely we now
need to study with the same objectivity the overall
hazards of nuclear energy. If the methodology does not
exist it needs to be created. It will be disappointing if the
next three-year report does not have something to say on
this topic.

M. J. DAY
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