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extension of rules proposed by Mr. Woolf in his final
chapter. It would, in your reviewer's opinion, merely
have produced a flood of out-of-date actions to test
the reactions of defendants who might not have been told
the rules of the game either.

P. W. H. REVINGTON

Documentation of MAC in Czechoslovakia. (Pp. 167;
no price stated.) Prepared by Czechoslovak Com-
mittee of MAC. Praha 10, Ustav Hygieny, Prace
Achorob 2 Porolani. Chairman: J. Teisinger.
June 1969.

The publication lists (3 pages) and documents (167 pages)
77 substances commonly used in industry and gives the
mean MAC (mean concentration for whole shift,
mg/Mi and ppm) and peak MAC (short-term peak which
is permitted for such a short period as not to affect
substantially the mean for the whole shift). The MAC has
been viewed previously as a ceiling value which is no
longer acceptable on the basis of technical, economic,
and medical aspects.
The documentation includes formulae and properties,

concentration, and severity of effect and lists the MAC
proposed by eight countries including the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Great Britain and the United
States of America (1955-1967). The Committee make
recommendations on the basis of the references presented.
In many cases this is more stringent than the equivalent
American TLV (dated 1967 but precise source not given).
The comparison of MACs is of practical interest and the
intent of the authors is creditable since it represents an
alternative to the prima facie acceptance of MACs
formulated by other nations.

M. K. B. MOLYNEUX

The Teaching of Public Health in Europe. By J. D.
Cottrell. In collaboration with B. Kesic and R.
Senault. (Pp. 246; 42s.) Geneva: W.H.O. Mono-
graph Series No. 58. 1969.

'In 1957 W.H.O. published a monograph on The Teaching
of Hygiene and Public Health in Europe. In view of the
many changes that have since taken place, the time is
now ripe for a new publication that brings up to date the
facts reported by Grundy and Mackintosh.'

This opening sentence of the preface explains the reason
for the new publication. An attempt has been made to
complement rather than duplicate previous work.
Changes are reviewed and current trends in the teaching
of this subject surveyed. That the foreword has been
written by Dr. Grundy, one of the previous authors, is
particularly fortunate. He states (page 9) that the main
purpose of public health studies in the medical curricu-
lum should be 'to improve the competence of doctors in
clinical work and health care practice ... not the presenta-
tion of technical and specialist aspects of hygiene and
community health care'. He believes that there is a wide-
spread conviction that the whole undergraduate curricu-
lum should be permeated by a preventive and social
outlook. Twenty-seven countries are included in this
review. The U.S.S.R. and other socialist countries in

Eastern Europe were not among the 19 surveyed in the
earlier edition. Information about each country is laid
out systematically, the national system of health services,
general medical education - the criteria of selection of
medical students is usually briefly mentioned - and finally
a survey of the teaching in public health available to
undergraduate and postgraduate students is reviewed.
In spite of this consistent classification I found it difficult
to compare the teaching given in one country with that in
another. This is due to confusion between, and difficulty
in interpreting, the meaning of the terms used. The
teaching given on occupational medicine topics may be
described under a wide variety of headings. For example,
in Finland (page 99) as in other Scandinavian countries,
'considerable emphasis is given to hygiene; the term
mainly covers environmental hygiene, but may include
occupational diseases and epidemiology'. Each country
divides the amount of teaching between undergraduates
and postgraduates differently. The familiar pattern in
western countries is for public health teaching in depth
to be a postgraduate specialty. However, in the U.S.S.R.
(pages 204/6/7)thepicture is different. Specialization starts
at the undergraduate level '818 hours are devoted to public
health subjects... from the third year onwards students
specialize in hygiene ... graduates from these faculties are
physicians whose life-work lies within the public health
services . . .' Perhaps this will also be the future pattern
in the western world.

All the information included has been collected person-
ally by the authors and the text of each section was sent
to the governments concerned for comment and correc-
tion. This admirable and informative book not only makes
fascinating reading, but its value, as an authoritative
reference book for all those interested in and responsible
for organizing teaching courses for undergraduates and
postgraduates, will be great.

S. GAUVAIN

First Australian Pneumoconiosis Conference. Edited
by G. Major. (Pp. X and 573; illustrated; $10 inc.
postage;) Copies available from the Executive
Secretary, First Australian Pneumoconiosis Con-
ference, c/o Joint Coal Board, Box 3842, G.P.O.
Sydney 2001.

The conference on airborne dust in industry, its measure-
ment, control, and effects on health was held in Sydney
in February 1968 and has been well reported in this
volume. The proceedings cover 26 separate papers and
seven discussion periods with a final 'Open Forum'.
There is a realistic approach in many of the articles and

some straight speaking in the discussions. The first half
of the book is largely concerned with dust sampling and
control in mines in Australia, South Africa, and the
United States of America and includes a good 37-page
review of instrumentation and standards backed up by a
comprehensive list of 95 references which should be
helpful to those concerned with this aspect. Dust prob-
lems in coal, gold, asbestos, and metalliferous mining,
tunnelling and excavation work, quarries, factories,
and foundries are all discussed.
The essential medical aspects are satisfactorily dealt

with in a good general introductory talk on the pneumo-
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conioses at the beginning of the book with short comments
on recent advances in experimental work on dusts,
radio-activemonitoring, radiological classification, emphy-
sema and bronchitis, lung function, immunological aspects,
and malignant disease. Subsequent separate papers deal
with pneumoconiosis in the various individual Australian
states showing the extent of the problem, local factors
involved, and different approaches. The clinical topic of
'Asthmatic Reactions to Occupational Inhalants' is pre-
sented in a challenging manner deliberately to provoke
some critical re-appraisal of the recent literature on the
subject which should be of interest to the physician,
epidemiologist, and industrial medical officer. Another
paper entitled 'Rarer Forms of Pneumoconiosis' discusses
hard metal pneumoconiosis and describes a clinical case
with a confirmatory lung biopsy which was also chemi-
cally analysed. Organic dust diseases in farmers, bird
fanciers, and mushroom growers are also included with
bagassosis in this paper and illustrated by case histories
to show the importance of a good occupational and
e;ivironmental history.
The dangers of asbestos dust are well described by

Dr. McNulty in his article on 'Asbestos Mining in Witte-
noom, W.A'. Interesting points emerge, such as unusual
bilateral pleural effusions, the failure to find pleural
plaques in workers and townspeople which differs from
experience elsewhere, and the association of silica with
asbestos. Writing with a degree of hindsight and honesty,
he highlights in his conclusions the complex difficulties
that can arise in practical industrial medicine.

This book reflects a successful conference. It is a well-
written record of good informative papers which should
be of interest to workers in this country who are concerned
with the problems of the pneumoconioses.

C. GOLD

Industrial Organizations and Health, Volume I.
Selected Readings. Edited by Frank Baker, Peter
J. M. McEwan and Alan Sheldon. (Pp. xvi + 699;
90s.) London: Tavistock Publications. 1969.

This is a book of reprinted articles which aims to pro-
vide selected background reading for the study of indus-
trial organizations and health. It is edited by a team of
three, a psychologist, a sociologist and a psychiatrist,
who are, or have been, on the staff of the Harvard
Medical School.

Separate sections of the book are entitled 'The Indus-
trial Organization and the Employee', 'Health Behaviour
and Industrial Work', 'Human Problems of the Industrial
Work Organization', 'Employee Orientations to Work',
and finally, 'Planning and Changing the Organizational
Environment'. Some of the articles are beginning to look
a little elderly and none of the classical British work on
sickness absence is quoted. The book is written from the
viewpoint of social psychology by Americans in American
English, and it is much more relevant to the Transatlantic
scene and reader than to the British. A large number of
words end in 'ization' (what Sir Alan Herbert once called
'beautiful-ize words') and considerable attention is given
to questions of 'status'. Some of the chapter headings
contain a gleam of unconscious humour, for example,
'Occupational Mental Health: Review of an Emerging

Art'. This is not a phrase the reviewer would care to use
in the company of his psychiatric colleagues. This book,
however, is indirectly interesting, in so far as it conveys
an impression of a rather tense, complicated climate of
thought, very different from the clear organizational
charts which are seen on the walls of directors' offices.
It will, perhaps, be more acceptable to sociologists than
to medical men.

R. C. BROWNE

La Pollution Atmospherique. I. Les Industries,
Leurs Productions, Leurs Nuisances. By J. P. Detrie
with the collaboration of P. Jarrault. (Pp. 624;
196 figures; 34 photographs; 156F.) Paris: Dunod.
1969.

This book is one of a series entitled 'Collection Les
Industries, Leurs Productions, Leurs Nuisances' which
is stated in the preface to be directed at all those types of
nuisance to which industry gives rise. The purpose of this
book appears to be to provide management with a hand-
book on problems of all aspects of contamination of the
general atmosphere. The approach is that of an engineer
on the production side of industry and relatively little
space is devoted to pollution either from the heating
of houses, flats and commercial premises or from
vehicles.
There are five chapters, concerned with sources,

disposal, methods of measurement, effects, and preven-
tion. The authors have drawn their material from
virtually all the countries in which pollution is treated as a
serious problem, carefully sieved it, and succeeded in
cramming an astonishing amount of information into a
relatively small compass. Since, however, it covers such
a wide field and therefore necessarily covers it thinly,
it seems unlikely that readers of the British Journal of
Industrial Medicine will find it useful, except as a means
of tracking down the sources of material from which the
authors have drawn. For this purpose it could be valu-
able: it contains numerous tables of useful data, and each
chapter has a long bibliography. There is also a glossary
of French technical terms at the back: this gives equiva-
lents in German, English, and Italian, and also a brief
definition in French for each word or phrase listed;
at least one English-speaking reader was, however,
somewhat surprised by some of the English equivalents.

J. MCK. ELLISON

Specifications for the Identity and Purity of Food
Additives and Their Toxicological Evaluation: Some
Antibiotics. Twelfth Report of the Joint FAO/WHO
Expert Committee on Food Additives. Tech. Rep.
Ser. WldHlth Org., 1969, 430. (Pp. 49; 6s.) Geneva:
W.H.O. 1969.

The Joint F.A.O./W.H.O. Conference on Food Additives,
aware of the growing health hazards involved in the use
of antibiotics in food and feedstuffs, convened an expert
committee to study this problem. Its tasks were, first, to
draw up specifications for, and to make a toxicological
evaluation of, certain antibiotics used as food additives,
and, secondly, to assess the potential health hazards of
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