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W.H.O. Expert Committee on Medical Rehabilitation.
Second Report. (Pp. 23; 4s.) World Health Organis-
ation Technical Report Series, No. 419. Geneva:
W.H.O. 1969.

The previous expert committee on medical rehabilitation
met in 1958 and confined its report to general principles.
The present paper begins with definitions distinguishing
between rehabilitation, medical rehabilitation, social
rehabilitation, vocational rehabilitation, handicapped
persons, impairment, disability, and invalidity. It also
defines certain essential adjuncts to medical rehabilitation
such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and voca-
tional counselling.
Among the more important points made in the report

are the need for legislation and an administrative
structure to co-ordinate all the rehabilitation services
with the various appropriate social services. National
Advisory Boards for the rehabilitation of the disabled
are considered valuable both in the planning phase of
rehabilitation services and in spreading interest in and
knowledge of rehabilitation through all levels of the
populace. Although this type of structure exists in Britain
under either the National Health Service Acts or the
Disabled Persons Employment Acts, it now appears that
the lead previously held by this country is being lost
by failure to develop medical rehabilitation services
more evenly and universally so that availability could
compare with that of other branches of medicine and
surgery.
The need to provide medical rehabilitation centres with

both in-patient and out-patient facilities affiliated to
faculties of medicine in general hospitals is detailed, and
the importance of training the necessary specialized staff,
including rehabilitation medicine physicians, physio-
therapists, occupational therapists, and clinical psychol-
ogists in sufficient numbers is recognized. Other key
features of successful rehabilitation medicine include main-
taining close contact between the physician, his team, and
the patient, which is best done in units of limited size
situated reasonably near the homes of patients where
family support can be maintained.
The virtues of centres specializing in treatment of a

single pathological condition are mentioned, but on
balance the advantages are considered to be with centres
dealing with all types of disability.
Throughout the report the essential team work of

rehabilitation is clearly stated but the problem of obtain-
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ing referral of the patient from a hospital department to
the rehabilitation service, whether this be a part of the
general hospital or a separate centre, appears to be
entirely overlooked.
A good deal of the content of this report is already

familiar to doctors in developed countries but it is doubt-
ful if the knowledge is being generally and widely applied.
This short report should be studied, particularly by those
physicians and surgeons who are not presently involved
in medical rehabilitation.

G. C. FLETCHER

The Time Barrier in Personal Injury Claims. By
Anthony D. Woolf. (Pp. 88; 30s.) London: Butter-
worth. 1969.
Mr. Woolf tells us in his preface that this book is designed
to provide a clear chart to a complicated Act for busy
people who have neither time, energy nor patience for
solving jigsaw puzzles and who, unless they are lawyers,
'have not even been told the rules of the game'. If that is
so, it seems unfortunate that such a comprehensive title
should have been chosen for a short book which the
first sentence discloses to be an interpretation of the
Limitation Act, 1963. One wonders to whom the book is
really addressed for surely the precise interpretation of an
Act which 'eminent judges have described as complex and
obscure' is a matter for lawyers and not 'busy people who
have not been told the rules of the game'. Despite this,
for the first part of the book Mr Woolf adopts a rather
avuncular style popular among lecturers to students.
Personally, I found this a little irritating but there can be
no doubt that Mr. Woolf subjects the Act to exhaustive
analysis and any reader left in doubt by the wording of
the Act itself (which is reprinted as an Appendix) will
almost certainly find the explanation of his queries in
Mr. Woolf's text.
The style of writing improves in the later chapters

although one does not have to be a purist to be slightly
shocked at finding two successive sentences beginning with
conjunctions. The writer found the chapter on the require-
ment for leave with its description of the actual procedure
of applications particularly helpful and there seems even
more point in Mr. Woolf's criticisms of the Act since the
decision of the Court of Appeal in Lucy v W. T. Henley's
Telegraph Works Co. Ltd., I.C.I. Ltd. (Third Party).
It seems doubtful, though, whether the whole Act could
have been rendered unnecessary by the very simple
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extension of rules proposed by Mr. Woolf in his final
chapter. It would, in your reviewer's opinion, merely
have produced a flood of out-of-date actions to test
the reactions of defendants who might not have been told
the rules of the game either.

P. W. H. REVINGTON

Documentation of MAC in Czechoslovakia. (Pp. 167;
no price stated.) Prepared by Czechoslovak Com-
mittee of MAC. Praha 10, Ustav Hygieny, Prace
Achorob 2 Porolani. Chairman: J. Teisinger.
June 1969.

The publication lists (3 pages) and documents (167 pages)
77 substances commonly used in industry and gives the
mean MAC (mean concentration for whole shift,
mg/Mi and ppm) and peak MAC (short-term peak which
is permitted for such a short period as not to affect
substantially the mean for the whole shift). The MAC has
been viewed previously as a ceiling value which is no
longer acceptable on the basis of technical, economic,
and medical aspects.
The documentation includes formulae and properties,

concentration, and severity of effect and lists the MAC
proposed by eight countries including the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Great Britain and the United
States of America (1955-1967). The Committee make
recommendations on the basis of the references presented.
In many cases this is more stringent than the equivalent
American TLV (dated 1967 but precise source not given).
The comparison of MACs is of practical interest and the
intent of the authors is creditable since it represents an
alternative to the prima facie acceptance of MACs
formulated by other nations.

M. K. B. MOLYNEUX

The Teaching of Public Health in Europe. By J. D.
Cottrell. In collaboration with B. Kesic and R.
Senault. (Pp. 246; 42s.) Geneva: W.H.O. Mono-
graph Series No. 58. 1969.

'In 1957 W.H.O. published a monograph on The Teaching
of Hygiene and Public Health in Europe. In view of the
many changes that have since taken place, the time is
now ripe for a new publication that brings up to date the
facts reported by Grundy and Mackintosh.'

This opening sentence of the preface explains the reason
for the new publication. An attempt has been made to
complement rather than duplicate previous work.
Changes are reviewed and current trends in the teaching
of this subject surveyed. That the foreword has been
written by Dr. Grundy, one of the previous authors, is
particularly fortunate. He states (page 9) that the main
purpose of public health studies in the medical curricu-
lum should be 'to improve the competence of doctors in
clinical work and health care practice ... not the presenta-
tion of technical and specialist aspects of hygiene and
community health care'. He believes that there is a wide-
spread conviction that the whole undergraduate curricu-
lum should be permeated by a preventive and social
outlook. Twenty-seven countries are included in this
review. The U.S.S.R. and other socialist countries in

Eastern Europe were not among the 19 surveyed in the
earlier edition. Information about each country is laid
out systematically, the national system of health services,
general medical education - the criteria of selection of
medical students is usually briefly mentioned - and finally
a survey of the teaching in public health available to
undergraduate and postgraduate students is reviewed.
In spite of this consistent classification I found it difficult
to compare the teaching given in one country with that in
another. This is due to confusion between, and difficulty
in interpreting, the meaning of the terms used. The
teaching given on occupational medicine topics may be
described under a wide variety of headings. For example,
in Finland (page 99) as in other Scandinavian countries,
'considerable emphasis is given to hygiene; the term
mainly covers environmental hygiene, but may include
occupational diseases and epidemiology'. Each country
divides the amount of teaching between undergraduates
and postgraduates differently. The familiar pattern in
western countries is for public health teaching in depth
to be a postgraduate specialty. However, in the U.S.S.R.
(pages 204/6/7)thepicture is different. Specialization starts
at the undergraduate level '818 hours are devoted to public
health subjects... from the third year onwards students
specialize in hygiene ... graduates from these faculties are
physicians whose life-work lies within the public health
services . . .' Perhaps this will also be the future pattern
in the western world.

All the information included has been collected person-
ally by the authors and the text of each section was sent
to the governments concerned for comment and correc-
tion. This admirable and informative book not only makes
fascinating reading, but its value, as an authoritative
reference book for all those interested in and responsible
for organizing teaching courses for undergraduates and
postgraduates, will be great.

S. GAUVAIN

First Australian Pneumoconiosis Conference. Edited
by G. Major. (Pp. X and 573; illustrated; $10 inc.
postage;) Copies available from the Executive
Secretary, First Australian Pneumoconiosis Con-
ference, c/o Joint Coal Board, Box 3842, G.P.O.
Sydney 2001.

The conference on airborne dust in industry, its measure-
ment, control, and effects on health was held in Sydney
in February 1968 and has been well reported in this
volume. The proceedings cover 26 separate papers and
seven discussion periods with a final 'Open Forum'.
There is a realistic approach in many of the articles and

some straight speaking in the discussions. The first half
of the book is largely concerned with dust sampling and
control in mines in Australia, South Africa, and the
United States of America and includes a good 37-page
review of instrumentation and standards backed up by a
comprehensive list of 95 references which should be
helpful to those concerned with this aspect. Dust prob-
lems in coal, gold, asbestos, and metalliferous mining,
tunnelling and excavation work, quarries, factories,
and foundries are all discussed.
The essential medical aspects are satisfactorily dealt

with in a good general introductory talk on the pneumo-
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