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Appendix I

Informal survey of the Hull Trawler Fleet,
January, 1967

The survey continued over a six-week period,
beginning on January 18, 1967. One hundred and
six (88:3%) of the 120 trawlers were seen. Eleven
(9-2%) were stern trawlers. Of the 95 conventional
trawlers, 28 were diesel and 67 oil-fired. Eighteen
(169%) were aged 5 years or less. Twenty-five
(23-69,) were between 6 and 10 years old. Fifteen
(14%,) were between 11 and 15 years old, 46 (43-4%)
between 16 and 20 years old, and two (1-19%,) were
over 20 years old. All were post-war trawlers. The
crew accommodation was forward in 30 (28-3%),
amidships in 11 (10-49%;), and aft in 65 (61-3%). The
Hull trawlers came well up to the standard of the
proposed Convention in respect of all but four
articles (Articles 10, 12, 13, and 14) (Appendix Table).

The 11 stern trawlers, the most modern vessels,
had changing rooms and laundry rooms with
domestic washing machines, and seven had recrea-
tion rooms. The provision of these is not a require-
ment of the International Labour Organisation
Convention.

Appendix IT

Extracts from a diary of the fishing voyage of the
‘Northern Gift’, May 2-21, 1964

Day1 Sat.2
Sailed at 10.00 a.m. Skipper arrived at the last minute,
came straight on to bridge and we were away.

Day 3 Mon. 4

Called at 6.00 a.m. as passing through the Faeroes
Strait. Dark, misty, and mysterious. Islands were solid
masses of rock rising straight out of the sea on each side,
with little houses perched on their sides. Weather
worsened on leaving Strait. Into N. Atlantic proper.
Winds Mid-day Force 5. Evening Force 7.

Day 4 Tues. 5

E. Iceland. Glettinganes.

Shot first trawl about 1.00 p.m. Four baskets as result.
Skipper decided no good. Steamed to N. Skagi. Shot
again 11.00 p.m. Wind Force 7.

Day 5 Wed. 6
Winch broke down during the night. The trawl was torn
and repaired. Third haul produced 90 baskets.

Third hand struck left hand with a marlin spike (an
iron spike 1 ft. long). Penetrating wound 2 in. long
entering lat. aspect of index finger and passing under the
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APPENDIX TABLE

NUMBER OF TRAWLERS OF 106 SHips OF THE HULL FLEET (IN JANUARY, 1967) NOT FULFILLING THE
STANDARD OF THE PROPOSED INSTRUMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION ON
ACCOMMODATION ON BOARD FISHING VESSELS

Trawlers not fulfilling
Accommodation the requirement
No. Percentage
Article 10 (sleeping accommodation)
Accommodation not amidships or aft .. .. .. 30 283
Cabins of less than 14 sq. ft. of floor space per occupant .. 71 669
Accommodation sleeping more than 4 persons per cabin .. 77 72:6
Clothes locker less than 5 ft. high! . .. 32 30-2
Article 12 (sanitary accommodation)
Insufficient baths and/or showers 36 339
Article 13
No sick berth 100 94-3
Article 14
No drying rooms for oil skins 11 10-4

1The Accommodation of Crews (Fishermen) Convention 1966 does not specify a height but that it should be ‘as commodious

as practicable’.

skin over dorsum of hand to third metacarpal. Cleaned,
dressed and put him on penicillin.

Deck hand trapped left hand in cabin door.
Haematoma over fourth metacarpal. Both continued
working. Wind E Force 7 all day.

Day 6 Thurs. 7
Same fishing ground. Weather still poor. Wind Force 7.

‘Hull City’ and ‘Northern Jewel’ (skipper’s brother’s
ship) left us for home.

Continuous shooting and hauling except when the
winch broke down. Haul, mend trawl and nets. Shoot.
Gut till fish is down in hold. Rest till next haul.

Skipper informed that it is freezing with Force 8 gale
at the Cape, 60 miles away. To trawl here till weather
improves. Catching mostly sullock.

Third hand’s hand still painful but looks and feels
better. Working continuously.

Skipper has had two hours’ sleep that I know of in last
two days, one yesterday and one today.

Weather worsened to Force 8 in afternoon. Huge swell
and waves twice height of trawler when she was in trough.
At 6.00 p.m. skipper steamed east out of it to new
fishing ground, while other trawlers sheltered.

Day 7 Fri. 8

On Kjolsen Bank. Winds fresh. Visibility 30 miles. Saw
snow-covered mountains of Iceland for first time.
Multitude of trawlers in all directions.

Third hand’s hand much improved.

Call from ‘Torcellon’ re boy with spots. No. temp. but
unwell with diarrhoea. Skipper has been giving him
Castor OQil! To leave alone and give aspirin.

Debate with crew on smoking and lung cancer.
Answered all their questions.

Day 8 Sat.9

Called by skipper for radio message from other trawler.
Boy better this morning but has more spots. Slight temp.
in night. Spots now itching. Rx. Sod. Bic. After search
returned to say none in Medicine Chest. Suggested he
try the cook.

Day 9 Sun. 10

Weather has worsened (Force 8) and we have been lying
off Cape since 5.00 a.m. this morning. Couldn’t sleep in
trying to stay in bunk.

Started fishing after breakfast in Force 6-7 gale.
Continued all day N.W. of Cape. Very poor results.
Mauled gear, broke steel rope before lunch. We are only
ship with fish on board however.

Chief Engineer has very bad oil dermatitis of forearms
and hands.

Day 10 Mon. 11

Wind Force 6-7. Snowing and snow is collecting on bridge

windows but still fishing. Broken and fouled trawls today.
Noted crew’s boredom. Just sitting in mess room

looking at each other.

Day 11 Tues. 12

Five men have stopped smoking since talk about cancer.
After tea, 1st haul had 3 bags of fish (150 baskets).

Worth seeing.

Day 14 Fri. 15

Sunshine. Sea like millpond. This afternoon Iceland
visible. Trawlers in V-formation. ‘Northern Gift’ leading
the way. Marvellous sight.
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Day 15 Sat. 16

Fine but freshening. Wakened with news that we lost
most of the trawl in the night and that we were now
steaming for home. Skipper was turned in.

Day 16 Sun. 17

East Iceland a.m. Crew cleaning down ship. Men every-
where, washing windows, scrubbing mats and floors,
polishing brasses. Going through ship from stem to stern.

Day 17 Mon. 18

Men appearing in ones and twos after baths, removal of
beards, etc. Look different and almost strangers, out of
gear. Heavy seas. Passed East of Faeroes p.m.

Day 19 Wed 20
11.00 p.m. Into Humber. Saw lights of Grimsby about
midnight. Approaches filled with shipping. Bustling with
activity. Tugs marshalling trawlers in dark. Shouting to
and fro. Tremendous excitement.

Through lock gates about 1.00 a.m. Thursday, 21st.
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