
and local authorities. Dr. Acheson points out the cost
of the present inefficient system and the cost of a
computer system. This appears to be sensibly costed.
The book illustrates that, although much of the

information gained by the study is of a medical nature,
other subjects, such as housing and town planning,
would also benefit greatly.

It was refreshing to see that the numerous examples
of the various studies were drawn from many of the
advanced western nations and not only from England,
showing that the problems are international as well as
national.
As a result of the growing importance of the subject

of record linkage, Dr. Acheson's book should be read
by all who are concerned with medical data related to
birth, death, marriage, and ill-health.
The medical record has implication for a whole

spectrum of researchers in many aspects of medical
science. Reading this small volume should give them a
new concept of the information they are handling.
An extremely important point made very well is the

need to appreciate that the computer problems in this
subject are trivial when compared with the collection,
transcription, and input problems that amassing such
data generates.
The perennial problem of the confidential nature of

medical records is properly treated in the chapter on
'The Public Issues'.
The author is to be congratulated for producing such

a readable and informative text in so few pages. It is
sad to see that his work has not yet been taken up at a
national level.

D. E. CLARK
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(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here of
books recently received.)

Bio-Electronic Detection of Cancer and other
Diseases. Methods of Diagonosing Symptomless
Disease. By H. A. Morton Whitby. (Pp. I52; 42S.)
London: Crosby Lockwood. I967.
A Nurse's Guide to Anaesthetics, Resuscitation

and Intensive Care. 3rd ed. By Walter Norris and
Donald Campbell. (Pp. I5I; 22S. 6d.) Edinburgh and
London: Livingstone. I967.
Public Health in Glasgow. 1905-I946. By Sir

Alexander Macgregor. (Pp. I75; 25s.) Edinburgh and
London: Livingstone. I967.
Teaching of Immunology in the Medical Cur-

riculum. Report of a W.H.O. Expert Committee.
Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser. (Pp. 46; 5s.) Geneva:
World Health Organization. I967.

14th Annual Report I967. The British Steel
Castings Research Association, East Bank Road,
Sheffield, 2. (Pp. 42; no price stated.) I967.
Periodicals of the U.S.S.R. I968. (Pp. 52; no

price stated.) Collet's Denington Estate, Welling-
borough, Northants. I967.

In a brief and humane foreword to this description
of the diagnosis and procedure for claiming industrial
injuries benefits the Chief Medical Officer of the
Ministry of Social Security expresses the hope that
chest physicians and general practitioners will find it
useful, which is likely to be so. It gives a brief description
of occupational lung diseases prescribed under the
Industrial Injuries Acts and, bearing in mind that
controversial issues cannot be discussed in a pamphlet
of this type, it is accurate and clear.
The booklet is in three parts: the first deals with

diagnosis; the second describes the work of the
Pneumoconiosis Medical Panels; and the third gives
general information about benefits. In Appendices are
given prescribed occupations in detail, and addresses of
Pneumoconiosis Medical Panels.

In reading a Government publication on occupational
lung disease it is necessary to remember that it is the
legal definition which counts in this context. That the
definition of pneumoconiosis is entirely in terms of
pathology should perhaps have been emphasized as it
may not be obvious to some readers, but in the same
paragraph in which the definition is quoted, diagnosis
is referred to as depending on a radiograph, clinical
examination, and the work history. It is unfortunate
also that in the description of radiological appearances
the term 'reticulation' is referred to, only to be followed
by the statement that it has been superseded, the one
previous reference to it being in the legal definition of
pneumoconiosis where it has a purely pathological
and not a radiological meaning.
The question of the co-existence of chronic bronchitis

with pneumoconiosis of any type or stage could also
have been elaborated in view of the difficulty which is
felt by many people in cases where the disability from
bronchitis is much greater than that from pneumoconi-
osis.

Symptomless pleural calcification as the sole evidence
of previous exposure to asbestos is not mentioned. The
dictum that asbestos bodies in the sputum represent only
exposure to the dust but not asbestosis is stated, although
later on asbestos bodies are given as a diagnostic pointer
in mesothelioma where there may be no overt pulmonary
fibrosis. It would seem safer now to regard asbestos
bodies in the sputum as evidence of some lung damage,
and probably potentially serious.

In the section on byssinosis the disease is described
as occurring in workers employed in cotton rooms,
blowing rooms or card rooms. There is now evidence
that winders in the cotton industry are also at risk.
The description of the work of the Pneumoconiosis

Medical Panels is concise and helpful.
R. I. MCCALLUM

Medical Record Linkage. By E. D. Acheson.
(Pp. 213; illustrated; 25s.) London: Oxford University
Press. I967.

Dr. Acheson's book is the result of years of careful
work. It sets out in great detail the reasons why it is
necessary to link together medical data from many
sources. Written from the viewpoint of a doctor, it has,
however, wider implication concerning both central
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Courses in Occupational Safety and Health.
1967-68. (Pp. I97; no price stated.) Geneva: Inter-
national Labour Office. I967.
The Occupational Medical Foundation and

Institute of Occupational Health, Helsinki. Annual
Report 1966. By Leo Noro. (Pp. 32; no price stated.)
I967.

Publications Dealing with Occupational Safety
and Health (Pp. 24; no price stated.) Geneva: Inter-
national Labour Office. I967.
Recommended Procedure for the Radiographic

Flaw Detection of Steel Castings. (Pp. 14; 15s.)
Recommended Procedure for the Non-Destructive
Testing of Steel Castings by Visual Examination.
(Pp. I9; I5S.) The British Steel Castings Research
Association. I967.

NOTICES

XVI International Congress on Occupational
Health

The i6th International Congress on Occupational
Health, sponsored by the Permanent Commission and
International Association on Occupational Health, will
be held in Tokyo in September I969.

Further particulars may be obtained from Professor
Susumu Harashima, Secretary-General of the Organ-
izing Committee, c/o Japan Industrial Safety Association,
35-4, 5-Chome, Shiba, Minatoku, Tokyo, Japan.

Rene Barthe International Prize 1969
The Rene Barthe prize is intended to reward recent

original work on industrial medicine or industrial
hygiene. Papers may be submitted by authors of all
nationalities.

This prize, amounting to 5,ooo Francs, is awarded
every three years during the course of the International
Congress on Occupational Health organized under the
auspices of the Permanent Commission and Inter-
national Association on Occupational Health.
The next prize will be awarded in I969 on the

occasion of the i6th International Congress on Occupa-
tional Health.

The rules regarding the prize may be obtained from
the Comite du Souvenir du Docteur Rene Barthe,
22-22 Bis, Avenue de Wagram, Paris I7, and entries
should be submitted to the same address before
December I5, I968.

The British Occupational Hygiene Society
The British Occupational Hygiene Society is organ-

izing an International Symposium on Mixed Dust
Pneumoconiosis to be held in London in September,
I970. Further particulars will be issued towards the end
of the present year. Persons wishing to receive these
are invited to notify the Society's Honorary Publicity
Officer, Dr. J. S. McLintock, National Coal Board,
Hobart House, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.i.

International Congress on Prevention of
Occupational Risks

The General Secretariat of the International Social
Security Association has announced that the above
congress will be held in Helsinki from August 29 to 31,
I968.
The main items on the agenda will be the prevention

of occupational risks in forestry; and organization of
occupational safety.

International Congress on Motor Vehicle and
Airplane Accidents

The third triennial congress of the International
Association for Accident and Traffic Medicine will be
held in New York City from May 29 to June 3, I969.
For further information, write to the Secretary, Inter-
national Association for Accident and Traffic Medicine,
520 First Avenue, New York, N.Y. iooI6.

CORRECTION

In the review of Doctors and Nurses in Industry
by Rhoda L. Goldstein and Bernard Goldstein (vol. 24,
p. 336) the, Cambridge University Press was stated
in error to be the London agent.
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