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Promoting the Placement of Older Workers.
(Pp. 96; illustrated; I4s.) Paris: Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development. I967.

It is with shattered morale, stiffening fingers, and a
barely conquered feeling of overwhelming personal
inadequacy that the reviewer grasps his pen to write
somewhat shakily about this booklet-for the definition
of 'old' is 'over 40 years of age'. Old age, like its pre-
decessor middle age, tends to be a chronologically
receding concept. The striking thing, surely, tends to
be what elderly people do rather than what they do not
do, and how well some of them retain the flexible out-
look characteristic of youth. Two examples from personal
experience come to mind-one, a man of 85, who until
a few years ago used to refer to men and women in less
good fettle than himself as 'those old people' and another,
of 67 who 'retired' two years ago, since when he has
accepted the chairmanship of two Boards and who, in
addition, cultivates single-handed a quarter of an acre
of mixed garden on a steep hillside.
Our difficulties with this subject derive from the

fact that distinctions are not drawn in industrial thinking
between chronological, physical, and psychological ages
which are only loosely connected. There is, moreover,
another reason for approaching the review of a subject
like the placement of 'older' workers by an international
body such as O.E.C.D. with a certain caution. The
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment is an international body, and international schemes
are often (like committee solutions in general) less satis-
factory and more complicated (like its title) than those
of the ablest individual members of the group. Road
traffic signs and classification schemes for the radiology
of pneumoconiosis illustrate the point.
Most of this booklet is about the counselling methods

of placement used in the United States or about the
elaborate and expensive social services at the disposal
of Sweden. Is this how we want, or are able, to do it in
this country? Are these methods really practicable
in countries like Turkey and Spain which are both also
members of O.E.C.D. ? The employment of old (i.e.,
over 40 years of age) people is part of the problem of
full employment as a whole, and in this country it is
largely a function of the Government and its Ministry
of Labour.

This booklet, however, has something sensible to say,
particularly to employers, about prejudice due to age.
Harum-scarum youth is often preferred to the greater
stability, reliability, and efficiency of effort of the older
worker, and on many levels of clerical and secretarial
work he or she often has much greater know-how as well.

The booklet is divided into seven chapters which
define the problem and set out the reasons for concern,
lay down a model publicity and educational programme,
discuss the existing services, and describe an elaborate
counselling system and a medical and psychological
testing and training scheme; finally, how employment
may be found is set out.

It is all a little elaborate and academic for a country
such as Britain, but it would undoubtedly be justified if
the whole organisation described was itself staffed by old
people.

R. C. BROWNE

Kinetic Methods of Manual Handling in
Industry: Occupational Safety & Health Series
No. io. By S. Himbury. (Pp. 38; I9 diagrams; available
from International Labour Office, Sackville House,
40 Piccadilly, London, W.i, free of charge) Geneva:
I.L.O. I967

This is an excellent instructive pamphlet written for
the International Labour Office by S. Himbury, the
Demonstrator in Human Kinetics Ergonomic Group,
Division of Occupational Health, New South Wales
Department of Public Health, Sydney, Australia.

It does not state whether Himbury is a doctor,
physiotherapist or gymnastic instructor. However, the
text is very clear and describes not only the principles
of kinetic lifting, as set out by McClurg Anderson,
but goes into details of how to apply them to a large
oil drum, a gas cylinder, lengths of material, boxes and
bags; it also goes on to describe the correct manual
handling in activities such as pushing and pulling,
shovelling and digging, handling sheet materials, and
removing objects from shelves. It gives a good account
of group lifting but omits any instruction on how to
give an order in such a way that all the group lifts
simultaneously. The simplest method is for the leader,
and there must always be a leader, to say, 'we lift on
three'-'One, two, three'. Provided that each member
of the group understands the English language, this
method works very well!
The author goes on to describe how to run training

courses for manual handling and lifting for instructors
and supervisors and a one-hour course for manual
workers. I would criticize the suggestion that the course
for company instructors should occupy only two days,
as I have found that a minimum of one week, preferably
a five-day residential course, is a bare minimum for
teaching men how to lift and how to teach lifting. This
booklet can be strongly recommended for anyone
engaged in the problem of teaching people how to lift,
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whether they are occupational health doctors, nurses, workers contribute least to the total (there have been no
running courses for instructors, instructors themselves, deaths of agricultural workers from accidental exposure
or supervisors and management. to agricultural chemicals in British agriculture since

J. R. GLOVER I955), and accidents to children account for the greater
number of fatalities (60%). There is no indication of

Emergency Surgery of the Hand. By Erik the circumstances of the accidental poisonings in children,
Moberg. (Pp. 74; 38 figs; ios. 6d.) Edinburgh and but some details of these were given in a previous
London: Livingstone. I967. publication of the record up to I963 from the same
This short monograph devoted to the emergency Bureau (West and Milby Residue Reviews, II, I41,

aspects of hand surgery is intended for the use of those, I965) which showed that Californians, too, commit the
who, though not experienced in this field, might have to tragic folly of using old beverage bottles to hold pesticides
undertake the management of hand injuries. and are careless in disposing of supposedly empty
The author successfully condenses into 70 small pages containers.

a large amount of information and practical advice. The This previous publication indicates that much more
doctor in industry will find the comments on Diagnosis, information on the circumstances of accidents is collected
Aftercare, Sensory Testing, and the Assessment of by the Bureau than is to be found in the present report.
Sensation for Medico-legal Purposes of particular The medical reader interested in the prevention of
interest. accidents would forego much of the information in the
This book is not a substitute for the several com- tables on geographical location, which is meaningless

prehensive textbooks on hand surgery which have been without a similarly detailed knowledge of the pattern
published in recent years, but it will certainly be of of agricultural employment, in exchange for information,
value in the context for which it is intended. for example, on the major route of entry and other

J. D. CAMERON relevant circumstances in the 125 cases recorded of
systemic poisoning from organophosphorus compounds,

Occupational Disease in California Attributed or for more precise detail on what is meant by 'respira-
to Pesticides and Other Agricultural Chemicals tory condition' which accounted for 5I reports of
1965 (Pp. 35.) disease attributed to such chemically diverse groups as
A statistical record of occupational disease attributed organophosphorus compounds, halogenated hydro-

to pesticides and other agricultural chemicals in the carbon pesticides, lead and arsenic compounds, herbi-
State of California in I965 can scarcely fail to be of cides, fertilizers, and fungicides. A further example of
interest, since this State accounts for over one-fifth of statistical grouping too broad to be informative is the
the total usage of pesticide chemicals in the United reported total of I68 incidents, including systemic
States. Differences in the proportions of the various poisoning, skin conditions, chemical burns, and eye
pesticides used make detailed comparison with Great conditions, attributed to 'fertilizers' which presumably
Britain impossible, but Californian usage may be range from liquid ammonia to compound granular
between IO and 30 times greater than that of the British products.
Isles. In I965 there were just under 325,000 workers in Agricultural workers accounted for 836 of the I,340
agriculture in California compared with over 430,000 in cases reported. The statistics show the considerable
Great Britain. These rough comparisons provide a differences in exposure that exist within this group.
necessary background for the British reader in assessing Workers in agricultural service industries (contract
the report. It is compulsory under the State Labour spraying, etc.) have twice the incidence of farm labourers.
Code for a doctor attending an occupational injury to The highest incidence is in a group not included in the
send a 'First Report of Work Injury' to the Californian agricultural workers, operatives engaged in the protection
Department of Industrial Relations. The reports are of buildings and other structures ('structural pest
also made available to the Bureau of Occupational control'), where the incidence of illness is three times
Health in the Department of Public Health responsible that of farm labourers.
for this publication which deals with illness in all occupa- A further difficulty in relating the Californian
tions attributed to agricultural chemicals. It therefore experience to the situation in Great Britain is that there
represents a far more complete picture of the incidence is at present no single central point for the collection of
of acute illness attributed to this cause than is available information to which all incidents involving pesticides
in Great Britain. are compulsorily notified. The Safety Inspectorate of
The total of 1,340 reports of injury is analysed in the Ministry of Agriculture investigates all incidents in

nine tables according to geographical location and agricultural workers where some breach of the regula-
industry, location and chemical grouping, chemical tions under the Agriculture (Poisonous Substances) Act,
grouping and type of poisoning, type of industry, I952 is suspected. In any year this may amount to
individual occupation, month of injury, and by age, some I5 to 20 incidents. The Poisons Reference
sex, and clinical type of disease. The tables, some of Service of the Ministry of Health reports all incidents
which make considerable demands on the eyesight, are of poisoning in which its assistance has been sought.
preceded by 20 pages of discussion and comment which Reported incidents involving agricultural chemicals in
includes records back to I951 of all fatalities in California the total population amounted to 127 in I6 months to
due to agricultural chemicals. The pattern is similar to the end of I965. It is clear that the Californian
that in Britain. Occupational fatalities in agricultural exp:rience in the use of agricultural chemicals is vastly
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