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Symposium on Candida Infections. Edited by
Winner and Hurley. (Pp. 249; 35s.) Edinburgh:
Livingstone. I966.
The list of contributors to this symposium and those

invited to take part in its deliberations establishes
beyond doubt the weight of authority behind the facts
cited and the conclusions drawn from them.
Many types of approach to the subject ranging from

the academic to the clinical are embraced in the work
and the presentation is lucid, the absence of the jargon
which pollutes so many scientific publications being
most welcome.

Mackenzie's account of laboratory investigation of
Candida infection is masterly and of great value to those
engaged in routine hospital laboratory work. Various
aspects of the treatment of Candida infections, experi-
enace of some of which is limited to very few individuals,
are dealt with in a manner which is most valuable to
clinicians who have to handle such cases.
Candida infection has an importance in certain trades

and this work can be recommended to industrial, and
indeed all, doctors as an authoritative, stimulating, and
distinctly readable volume.

JOHN CURRY

Digest of Pneumoconiosis Statistics I965.
Ministry of Power. (Pp. I3; io tables; 4s. 6d.)
London: H.M.S.O. I966.
Although this report refers primarily to mining and

quarrying, comparative material is included from other
industries to give a broad picture of pneumoconiosis in
Britain today. The numbers of cases reported in some
industries are small, but the range of the industries is
interesting and cases of pneumoconiosis from abrasive
soap powders, oil shale mining, lead mining, tina mining,
as well as the commoner sources of pneumoconiosis are
included.

In the preamble to the report, the greater readiness of
work people to present themselves for X-ray examination
is noted, and this, together with the widespread use of
chest radiography in diagnosis, must mean that a very
high proportion of all forms of pneumoconiosis is now
likely to be detected at an early stage.

Coal mining still accounts for 8o% of the new cases
discovered annually, but it is noteworthy that the
number of scrutinies ofradiographs with negative results
has increased over the years and that between I960 and
I965, the boardings at which the first diagnosis was
made fell from 3,279 to 1,007. In general, the number
of new cases reported from slate mining and quarrying,
pottery work, refractories, foundries, and steel dressing

is static. Other mining and quarrying occupations show
a fall to about half the figure of five years ago. The
exception is asbestos workers in whom the notified
cases rose from 29 in I960 to 82 in I965, and no doubt
a further rise yet can be expected. The great majority of
cases are judged at first diagnosis to have disability of
50% or less.
Pneumoconiosis is a disease of middle and old age but

is still being found in men of under 40 years of age in the
coal mining industry. Although nearly 54,000 men are
receiving disablement benefit, this includes a large
proportion of men receiving an award of io% or less
under the National Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act.
The rate per thousand of coal miners with pneumo-
coniosis still tends to fall everywhere in the country
except in the midlands, and this is presumably related
to higher productivity in that region.

R. I. MCCALLUM

Berryllium: Its Industrial Hygiene Aspects.
(Pp. 394; 93s.) London and New York: Academic Press.
This book provides a full account of the industrial

hygiene aspects and toxicology of beryllium and its
commercially useful compounds. Prepared by the
American Industrial Hygiene Association for the Division
of Technical Information, United States Atomic Energy
Commission, it is the second to be published of a series
dealing with the health protection of those exposed to
toxic substances.
There are chapters on the chemistry, experimental

toxicology, and analytical determination of beryllium.
Engineering control in various situations and those
monitoring devices which have been found in practice to
be most useful are described in detail. The provision of
aircleaning equipment, which is only efficient if properly
designed and serviced, is often essential in beryllium
work, and as might be expected the discussion of this
important subject is most thorough. Advice is given on
emergency procedure in plants and on the action needed
to protect and reassure the community in the neighbour-
hood of a beryllium factory. The evidence on which the
generally accepted threshold limits of exposure to
beryllium have been based is examined, and the argument
for and against retaining these are stated.
An early chapter gives an account of how beryllium

disease gradually became recognized; because of the
useful lessons to be learned this story will always be of
great interest to anyone concerned with occupational
health. Although it was never the intention in this
monograph to deal fully with the clinical aspects of
beryllium illness, there are illuminating sections

249

 on M
ay 26, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://oem

.bm
j.com

/
B

r J Ind M
ed: first published as 10.1136/oem

.24.3.249-b on 1 July 1967. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://oem.bmj.com/


describing the nature of the disease in so far as this is
now understood, its diagnosis and pathology. The
currently recommended practice relating to the selection
and supervision of workers is briefly considered also.

This book, to which I2 authors have contributed, is
the first written in the English language to give a full
account of all aspects of industrial hygiene relating to
beryllium, and will certainly be appreciated by many
readers. References to published work are listed at the
end of each chapter and number nearly nine hundred
in all.

T. G. FAULKNER HUDSON

Health in the Rubber Industry-a Pilot Study.
Rubber Manufacturing Employers' Association.
By H. G. Parkes. (Pp. 203; 42S.) Manchester: Megson.
I966.
This well produced book gives the results of the pilot

study during I958 and i959 of sickness absence in the
rubber industry carried out by the Rubber Manu-
facturing Employers' Association Health Unit. Fifty-
two of the I20 firms in the Association collaborated in
the study. The Unit was notified of the spells of sickness
absence lasting more than three days occurring among
59,ooo men and women, 70% of those employed in the
industry.
Absences were notified after the termination of the

spells. The method of ensuring that each spell was
recorded (especially among those who retired or resigned
during sickness absence) is not stated; nor is it clear
whether long absences were curtailed after a pre-
determined duration in order to counteract the effect of
different retirement policies in different firms and
occupations.
The combined results from all the firms are presented

as case rates per I,OOO persons and (calendar) days per
i,ooo persons per annum for men, single and married
women in ii five-year age groups, I5 occupation groups
ranging from storemen to commercial staff, and I7
diagnostic groups (some subdivided). About 8% of the
spells are classified as 'ill-defined' and not referred to
the appropriate disease groups, probably because
symptoms are included in this group. The diagnoses
coded were those from final medical certificates.
There are some very interesting tables and graphs of

internal comparisons by age, sex, marital status, and
occupations. Good use is made of the techniques of
age standardization and the comparison of the actual
rates of sickness in occupational groups with the rates
'expected' in these groups if they had had the age
distribution of the entire male population of all the
occupation groups. Men employed in latex mixing,
dipping, and extruding have higher rates of sickness
absence than other groups, especially from bronchitis,
diseases ofthe stomach and duodenum, and skin diseases.
Commercial staff have particularly favourable rates. It
is recognized that some of the variations between
occupational groups could be due to differing sick pay
arrangements. There must also be concealed some
interesting effects due to location of employment.
The external comparisons with London Transport

data are less useful because, as is pointed out, the latter

refer to 1949/52. In addition, the London Transport
data refer to spells commencing and are curtailed at
I82 days' duration; there are also important differences
in the diagnostic grouping. Some of the data (especially
for women) in both studies are so sparse that com-
parisons must be treated with caution.

This is a valuable addition to the small number of
studies of sickness in specific industries.

P. A. B. RAFFLE

Artificial Lighting in Factory and Office. CIS
Information Sheet ii, Smp. September, I965. (Pp. 6I;
58 figs; $2.) Geneva, Switzerland: International Occupa-
tional Safetyand Health InformationCentre (CIS), Inter-
national Labour Office.

Lighting in the factory and office is discussed under
the headings of required intensity, choice of lamps and
fittings, installation planning, colour treatment, and
maintenance. Further sections deal with special
techniques, glare control, and the diagnosis and remedy
of complaints. Australian standards of illumination are
quoted for six tasks and a comparison is made offilament,
fluorescent and mercury vapour lamps. Fittings are
considered in respect of glare control and ceiling reflec-
tion. The shading of filament and fluorescent units is
described in detail. Three main types of installation,
uniform general, general plus supplementary local, and
localized lighting are described with reference to height,
spacing, light direction, and the elimination of reflection.
Recommended reflection factors for coloured ceilings,
walls, furniture, and floors are quoted. A method of
estimating the depreciation of ageing fluorescent lamps
is described. Special techniques for examining shiny
surfaces, irregularity detection, UV fluorescence,
magnification, and luminous background devices are
briefly dealt with. Glare elimination is discussed in
detail referring to shielding angle (recommended values
quoted) and diffusing fittings. The final section deals
briefly with common faults leading to discomfort and
fatigue.

M. K. MOLYNEUX

Operational Research and the Social Sciences.
Ed. by J. R. Lawrence. (Pp. 669; I15. 6d.) London:
Tavistock Publications. I966.

This bulky, difficult, and important book is one of the
outcomes of an international conference held in
Cambridge in I958. The conference was organized by
the Operational Research Society to bring O.R.
scientists and social scientists together to explore
common ground and discuss how they might work more
closely together.
The idea of O.R. is not difficult to grasp; though for

some, like the present reviewer, there comes a point
where the mathematics inhibits a really intimate
acquaintance. Experience has amply confirmed the
belief on which O.R. was founded-that the scientific
method is useful for the solution of the practical
problems of complex organizations. Dr. Lawrence, in
his preface, assumes that social scientists are also
'concerned with using their abilities to effect improve-
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