
that 'crypto-infection' is involved in the causation of
auto-immune disease. The author suggests that tissue
antigens are altered as a result of infection either with the
L-forms of bacteria or with PPLO, or that bacterial
episomes invade the host's genome and induce such
infected cells to produce abnormal antigens. An
immune response to these abnormal antigens then
initiates the auto-immune process.
The subject is introduced by five chapters on bacterial

evolution and reproduction (views not generally accepted
in bacteriological circles) and on the biology of bacterial
L-forms, PPLO, viruses, and episomes. The remaining
chapters are concerned with attempts to justify the
hypothesis in relation to the various types of auto-
immune disease. The evidence is tenuous and the argu-
ments are sometimes based on uncertain premises. In
all, the hypothesis is not presented in a convincing
manner. This book is certainly not suitable for those not
thoroughly familiar with the field of auto-immunity.

G. TAYLOR
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Exotic Diseases in Practice. By Brian Macgraith.
Foreword by Lord Cohen of Birkenhead. (Pp. 36I;
30 figs.; 5os.) London: Heinemann Medical Books.
I965.
The Quantum of Damages. Vols. I and II. Kemp

and Kemp. (Vol. I Pp. 8; 4s. 6d.; Vol. II Pp. 46;
12S. 6d.) London: Sweet and Maxwell. I965.
Report on the Health of the Army, I963. Part I.

Statistical Tables. (Pp. 93, duplicated; 27 tables; no
price stated.) Ministry of Defence. I965.
A Nurse's Guide to Anaesthetics, Resuscitation

and Intensive Care. (Pp. 132; 75 figs.; 20S.) Edin-
burgh and London: Livingstone. I965.
The British Steel Castings Research Association

12th Annual Report, I965. (Pp. 43; illustrated; no
price stated.)
Eighteenth World Health Assembly Chronicle,

Vol. i9. No. 7. (Pp. 2o; illustrated; no price stated.)
Geneva: W.H.O. I965.

First Aid on the Docks. (Pp. 24; illustrated; no
price stated.) London: National Dock Labour Board.
I965.

NOTICES
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
A two-week and two one-week intensive courses will

be organized by the Department of Occupational Health
and Applied Physiology during I966.

Dust and pulmonary disease: An intensive course on
the measurement of airborne dust and its effect on the

lung will be held from I4 to 28 February. Fee:
I5 guineas.
Measurement and control of noise: Subjects to be

covered include physics of noise; measurement of noise;
the ear and audiometry; industrial deafness and noise
control. To be held from I4 tO i8 March. Fee:
7 guineas.

Measurement and control of heat and hot environments:
Subjects to be covered include physiology of heat
exposure; measurement of heat; limits of heat exposure;
control of heat; protective clothing and medical control.
To be held from 2 to 6 May. Fee: 7 guineas.
These courses are designed for those with some

experience in occupational hygiene and are open to
graduates in physics, chemistry, engineering, or
medicine.

Further particulars may be obtained from The
Registrar, London School of Hygiene, Keppel Street,
London, W.C.i.

International Radiation Protection Association
The First International Congress of the International

Radiation Protection Association will convene in Rome,
Italy, September 5-IO, I966. For further information
regarding the Congress, contact: Dr. C. Polvani,
Secretary General, First International Congress of the
International Radiation Protection Association, Casella
Postale 2359, Roma, Italy.

University of Miami
The Fifth Inter-American Conference on Toxicology

and Occupational Medicine will be held in Miami,
August I tO 4, I966. The conference will be sponsored
by the University of Miami School of Medicine assisted
by the University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine.
The highlight of the Conference will be A Symposium
on Bladder Cancer. Scientific papers are invited in the
fields of general toxicology, occupational medicine,
pesticides, air and water pollution, and radiation.
For further information contact Wm. B. Deichmann,
Ph.D., Professor of Pharmacology and Director of the
Research and Teaching Center of Toxicology, Univer-
sity of Miami, School of Medicine, Coral Gables,
Florida 33I34.

International Society of Agricultural Medicine
The Third International Congress on Rural Medicine

will take place on September 26 tO 30, 1966, in
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, with the following pro-
gramme: (i) The problem of anthropozoonoses in
agriculture; (2) Toxicologic problems in rural hygiene;
(3) Ergonomic aspects in agriculture. All correspondence
should be addressed to: Doc. Dr. med. D. Rolny,
C. Sc., Secretary General of the Third International
Congress on Rural Medicine, Bratislava, Ul. cs. armady
40, Czechoslovakia.
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