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relevant to toxicology and toxicological problems. Its
range, however, is more limited than the title suggests,
since this volume is mainly concerned with the applica-
tion of techniques for the detection and identification of
drugs and poisons in animals. It will therefore be ofmore
interest to the forensic toxicologist.
The largest section, which occupies nearly half the

book, is on the absorption, distribution, and excretion of
poisons and their metabolites. This section is well
referenced and there is useful data to be found, particu-
larly on drugs. For example, five pages have been devoted
to thalidomide, compared with the average of about two-
thirds of a page per compound. There is, however, no
apparent system in the way compounds were selected for
inclusion in this section; red phosphorus is included, but
not white, and the classification attempted: 'Gases and
Vapours', 'Volatile Liquids', 'Drugs extractable by
Organic Solvents from Aqueous Acid Solution', etc. does
not seem helpful. Also, the relevance and completeness
of the information given varies greatly from compound
to compound. This seems to be the least successful part
of the volume.
There is a good section on the use of infra-red spectro-

metry. It is mainly concerned with the estimation of
volatile organic compounds in expired air, but it also con-
tains information on the application of the technique to
the study of samples obtained from body fluids and
tissues.
The section on the analysis of biological specimens for

basic drugs is poorly referenced. It contains some
information on the use of gas liquid chromatography but
more details of the method would have been appreciated.
The fourth section deals with rapid methods of

toxicological analysis and describes the use of ion-
exchange chromatography and ionophoresis in the in-
vestigation of clinical problems. The materials and
solvents used, and the methods of preparing samples for
chromatography are well presented and assessed. This
chapter also contains a good description of reversed
phase chromatography and its application to the separa-
tion of barbiturates at elevated temperatures. Many
references are given to similar techniques, and these make
up for a lack of certain practical details.
The fifth chapter on developments in spectrography is

concerned only with sample preparation for metal
analysis. Full descriptions with many references are given
to the destruction of organic matter and the isolation,
concentration, and enrichment of the metal samples.
The application of thin layer chromatography to

toxicology is well presented in the last section. Here the
newcomer to the technique will find a good introduction
and many details of the various experimental procedures
involved, together with much data in the form of tables
on the separation of drugs and compounds of toxico-
logical interest. This chapter best fits the format sug-
gested by the editor in the preface and fulfils the aims set
out by him for the book.

M. S. RoSE
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NOTICES

Society for the Study of Industrial Medicine (India)
The Society for the Study of Industrial Medicine (India)

is holding its XVI Annual Conference at Madras from
January 28 to 31, 1966.
The scientific sessions will include symposia on

Accidents in Industry and Mental Health in Industry.
Those desiring to present a paper are requested to state

the title of the paper and send a summary of not more
than 200 words by December 1, 1965 to:

Dr. V. Balasubramaniam, Chairman of the Scientific
Committee, Ranga Nursing Home, Mylapore, Madras, 4,
India.
The language of the'Conference will be English.

Society of Toxicology
The annual scientific meeting of the Society of Toxi-

cology will be held in Williamsburg, Virginia on March
14, 15, and 16, 1966. Anyone interested may attend.
At the 1965 annual meeting, 80 scientific papers in all

phases of toxicology were presented. Abstracts of these
appeared in the journal of the Society, Toxicology and
Applied Pharmacology, 7, 478-504, 1965.

Papers for the 1966 meeting may be submitted or must
be sponsored by members of the Society. Additional
information about the meeting may be obtained from the
Secretary:
Mr. Carrol S. Weil, Mellon Institute, 4400 Fifth

Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213.

The Tavistock Lecture
The Tavistock Lecture 1965 will be delivered by Sir

Maurice Laing at University College, London, on
Wednesday, November 17, at 5.30 p.m.

Sir Maurice Laing has chosen as the subject of his
lecture: The Responsibilities of the Industrialist in
Modern Society.

Application for tickets should be made to the Secretary,
The Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, 3 Devon-
shire Street, London, W.1.
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