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patch testing for allergy is given, also a warning against
interpreting as positive, reactions which are due to the
primary irritation effects of the substance. This is
followed up, at the end of the book, by a long list of
recommended concentrations of potential allergens in
suitable solvents for'patch testing. As the authors say,
there is no theoretical basis at present for determining
suitable concentrations, and the list is based on the
personal experience of a dermatologist experienced in this
field.

Various plastics are then described, dealing with the
industrial toxicology and skin hazards and ending with a
well classified survey of the auxiliary substances, and the
toxicology of those substances likely to be a risk to health.
Both authors are experienced in industry and their

approach is eminently practical, both with regard to the
potential dangers in use and methods of prevention.

Inevitably, in a book of this size, the whole subject is
not covered. Polycarbonates and polyformaldehyde are
not included. Synthetic rubbers were deliberately ex-
cluded, as this would presumably have widened the scope
of the book too much. Another volume dealing with
health hazards in the rubber industry, including both
synthetic and natural substances, might be a useful
addition to this series.
The chapter dealing with auxiliary substances is an

excellent guide to the probable nature of these substances,
even though they are not dealt with individually, but this
treatment seems wise since new members of this group
are introduced with great frequency.

This book critically reviews and brings together in an
easily readable form a large amount of information,
which will be invaluable to doctors, chemists, and those
in charge of plastics manufacture.
The problem of indexing a book is always difficult. One

could have wished for the inclusion of clinical symptoms,
instead of a list limited to the chemical substances
mentioned in the text.

Since this book is a translation from the Dutch, the
authors and editors are to be congratulated on a very
readable book.

D. MALCOLM

The Perceptanalytic Executive Scale. By Z. Piotrowski
and M. Rock. (Pp. 228; 42s.) New York and London:
Grune & Stratton. 1963.

Professor Piotrowski is a distinguished clinical psycho-
logist who has made a life-long study of the Rorschach
inkblot test. He is also research director of a Philadelphia
firm of management consultants, in very close contact
with problems of top management. Both interests are
combined in The Perceptanalytic Executive Scale, pro-
duced in collaboration with Dr. Rock and other con-
sultant colleagues. The scale consists of 32 'signs' derived
from Rorschach records. Some of the signs are straight-
forward (such as a lack of form-colour responses in a
record), while others are more complex and interpretative.
Fifteen signs are claimed to be related to executive success,
the remaining 17 to failure. The justification for this
claim is that the signs individually and collectively dis-
criminate between groups of successful and unsuccessful

top managers in a sample drawn from the consultants'
files. For such an elusive group as top managers, the
sample is encouragingly large; 52 successful, 42 un-
successful, and 16 'intermediate'. It is important to note
that most of the failures were only relative failures.
Although they had failed at their top jobs, they had
reached the top in the first place, often against strong
competition. In short, the authors were tackling a tricky
problem in discrimination.
The signs used in the scale are extremely varied, and

only brief indications can be given here. The perception
of human movement in the blots was closely linked with
success, when the movements had such qualities as
expansiveness, strength, confidence, and co-operation.
But aggressive animal responses were also found to be
favourable. On a more formal level, constructive, well-
integrated responses produced at unvarying speed with-
out undue self-criticism were linked with success.

Clearly, one cannot place great reliance on a scale
derived from differences in one sample, and not cross-
validated on an independent sample. But there seem to
be good reasons to support one's hope that a later valida-
tion might prove successful. The authors have made
careful reliability checks; they give abundant illustrations
of their methods; the scale achieves a reasonably sharp
discrimination within a highly able and challenging test-
group; many of the signs make sense both psychologically
and in relation to previous research; and, not least, there
are 10 detailed case studies of successful and unsuccessful
executives which link Rorschach signs and life-history
material very convincingly.

J. F. MORRIS

Ruptures of the Lumbar Intervertebral Disc. By
R. Eustace Semmes. (Pp. 80; 39 figs.; $6.) Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. 1964.
At a recent joint meeting of two well-known societies

ofneurological surgeons, one of the most popular sessions
was that occupied by a series of papers presented under
the general title 'How I Do It'. This book epitomizes
Dr. Semmes' views on the management of cases of pro-
lapsed lumbar intervertebral disc. He has operated, it
seems, on more than 6,000: it is a pity that he does not
also tell us how many he treated conservatively. The tone
of the book is practical; there are few references to the
literature, and all except one of these is American.
The clinical findings and diagnosis of the condition are

adequately dealt with, though Dr. Semmes feels more
confidence than your reviewer that lesions of the fourth
and fifth lumbar discs can be differentiated by the exact
pattern of radiation of sciatic pain. Most people will
agree with him that myelography is rarely required.
However, not everyone will share Dr. Semmes' view that
one can identify a syndrome of stiff painful back in which
after conservative measures have failed, surgical explora-
tion will show 'practically without exception' a central
rupture of a disc which can be removed with 'very
satisfactory' post-operative results.
The technique of operation is described in considerable

detail. Few British surgeons will share Dr. Semmes'
enthusiasm for local anaesthesia, and it is not clear how
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