
THE SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL

During its short life of ten years, the main
purpose of the British Journal of Industrial
Medicine has been to publish original scientific
papers. There is to be no change in policy,
although we have sought recently to enlarge the
journal's scope and so make it both useful and
interesting not only to industrial medical
officers, safety engineers, and research workers
but also to those whose work merges impercep-
tibly into the province of industrial medicine.
We have in mind many, such as managers and
personnel officers, who are inevitably concerned
with human relations in industry and therefore
with health in the widest sense. The social and
psychological problems arising from conflicts
between working groups and people inside
groups probably demand as much attention as
those between man and his physical environment
at work; moreover the successful control of a
physical hazard often demands social and
psychological action in getting a community to
apply preventive measures.

In the past 18 months we believe that in some
measure we have encouraged a wider interest
since we have had requests for reprints and
extra copies of the journal from many people
outside our usual orbit.

In this number we introduce a new section,
Miscellany, to encourage a still wider range of
contributors and thus to increase the interest and,
we hope, the usefulness of our journal. As the
name implies, it is intended to contain a variety
of contributions which are shorter than those in
the main section for original papers. We shall
include in it scientific observations which are
still in the preliminary stage, and notes of
special interest such as the short account of the
treatment of tenosynovitis at work (p. 200).

Where the theme of a book inspires the reviewer
to expand the usual book review and add to it
from his own experience here is the place for
such an essay, as the one on page 209 by
Sir Alexander Hood based on The Report
of the Health of the Army, and Dr. Andrew
Meiklejohn's thoughts on reading a study
of the sewerman at work. This group of
underground workers has not before been
considered in relation to their environment
and occupational and social health except in
connexion with Weil's disease, and Dr.
Meiklejohn is therefore bringing to our attention
something new.
Here also we would publish accounts of any

special experiments in providing health services
for industry. In this number we include a
description of the work of an occupational
hygiene team in a group of small factories,
because in many respects it is a new concept of
service in Great Britain and seems to have met a
considerable need on the Slough Trading Estate.
We also hope to publish other contributions

such as descriptions of new treatments and new
apparatus concerned with industrial health
and safety. And lastly, but not of least value,
this is the opportunity for a public riposte from
those who perhaps disagree with a conclusion or
point of view expressed in the journal and have
the facts wherewith to buttress their opinions.
We take this opportunity of emphasizing that

original scientific papers dealing with all aspects
of occupational medicine are our first concern
and will continue to form the most important
section of this journal. But we now offer a
place for the shorter paper which has something
of definite value but cannot strictly be included
in the main section.
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